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H E unfortunate Man, whoſe Life and 
Principles are deſcribed by himſelf in 

the following Sheets, being ſhocked 
at the many Abſurdities in Popery, 
as well as modern Judaiſm, too haſtily con- 
cluded all Religion to be Fraud and Inven- 


tion; and without having Patience to conſider, 


or Learning to examine what had been wrote 


in Defence of the purer Part of it, profeſſed 
by Proteſtants, took for granted that which 


he ought to have made the Subject of the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry, namely, That all other Sects 
were equally abſurd in their. Principles and 
Practices with thoſe he was ſo unhappy as to 
fall into, By what appears of his natural 
Temper and Abilities (in all likelihood) he 
OE” =” would 
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1 The Editor's PRE FACE. 
would have eſcaped the groſs Errors he too 
raſhly imbibed, had he been bred up in, or 
been acquainted with the Divines of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, whoſe rational Arguments and 
kind Uſage would have prevented his utter 
Diſregard to all Religion, and thoſe terrible 
Conſequences that followed it ; which ſeemed 
to be occaſioned more by his Reſentment of the 
_ cruel Treatment he met with from the Pro- 
feſſors of Religion, both Popiſh and Fewiſh, 
than by any Diſlike to the Doctrines them 
ſelves, or Weakneſs in the Proofs of Religion, 
This curious Tract (which deſerved much 

ſooner to appear. in Eng/i/h) was firſt publiſhed 
in Latin by that learned Divine Philip Lim- | 
borch, and annexed to his Friendly Conference 
with a learned Jew concerning the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion; printed at Gouda 1687, 
in Quarto: With whom it was held, and the 
Reaſon of it, will be ſeen in the ſhort Ac- 
count of Mr. Limborch's Life here annexed as 
a proper Introduction to the following Piece, 
Which it is hoped may prove uſeful to Chriſ- 
_ tianity at this Juncture, as well as entertaining 

to the Readers, whereby the Editor's Deſire 
and Deſign will be fully anſwered. As to the 
Tranſlation, it has ee thereby faith- 
fully to repreſent the Senſe of the Author, and 
where our Language would admit, his 150 
Words: If any Inaccuracies of Style are foun 
the Reader is beg'd to excuſe them, the ſole 
Aim deing — 

Philip 
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Philip Limborch a learned Remonſtrant was 


born at Amſterdam, une 19, 1633. His Fa- 


ther Francis Limborch was an Advocate, and 


his Mother Neice to the famous Simon Ei 5 


copius. After he had gone through a Courſe 
of Studies at Amſterdam under Ger. Vaſſius and 
Steph. Curcellæus, he went to Utrecht and 
heard Gz/bert Voet's Lectures in Divinity. He 
returned to Amſierdam about May 1654, and 
in October following preached his Probation 
Sermon, In Auguſt 1655, he was admitted 
to preach in publick, which he did firſt at 


 Haerlem, In the ſame Year he was invited to 


Alcmar to be their Miniſter, but declined it 


to continue his Studies, and to prepare a grea- 


ter Store of Sermons than he was then Maſter 


of, He was choſe Miniſter at Gouda in 16 BY, 


and diſcharged that Office with great Succels. 
He married Augu/# 15, 1660, Elizabeth, Daugh- 


ter of Nicholas Vanzorgen an eminent Lawyer ; 
ſhe died in a few Years, and he had only one 


Daughter by her, who died an Infant, In 1667 


he left Gouda to be Paſtor at Amſterdam, and 
the Year following had the Profeſſorſhip of 
Divinity conferred on him: In which he ac- 
quitted himſelf with great Reputation till his 


Death. He married to his ſecond Wife, Jan. 
9, 1674, Cornelia Vankirk a Widow, by whom 
he had two Children, In Autumn 1711, he 


began to be afflicted with St. Anthony's Fire, 
which at firſt did not ſeem dangerous, but by 


degrees 3 him ſo, that he was obliged 
B 2 "Mm 


4 The Edius Pract E. 
to keep his Bed, and at laſt died of it, April 
30, 1712, in the 79" Year of his Age. 
Mr. Limborch had an admirable Genius and 
and retentive Memory. Though he never made 
Languages peculiarly his Study, yet he had 
attained a great Proficiency in them, and 
was capable of excelling in this- Part of Li- 
terature, if he had not preferred that which 
was more important. He had a Taſte for 
Mathematicks, and with Application would 
have been very ſkilfull in thoſe Studies, as 
we may judge from his being a compleat 
Maſter of Arithmetick in all its Branches, 
The Hiſtory of his own Country was fo 
familiar to him, eſpecially for the laſt Cen- 
tury, that the moſt minute Incidents were ex- 
actly remembered by him. He was grave 
without Moroſeneſs, courteous without Diſſi- 
mulation, chearful and facetious without Le- 
vity. By theſe Qualities he rendered himſelf 
gd When to all who converſed with him, He 
had all Qualifications ſuitable to the Character 
of a Divine, among which the Love of Truth 
was moſt predominant : Truth he diligently 
ſearched after by reading the Scriptures, and 
beſt Commentators, and when diſcovered never 
ſwerved from it. His Sermons were not full 
of falſe and affected, but true and genuine 
Eloquence, rational, ſolid, and edifying. He 
had ſo fully conſidered that important Point, 
the Freedom of human Actions, that he has 
clearly * that difficult Subject in his 

+ Letters 
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Letters to Mr. Locke, of which Point even 
that great Philoſopher had not ſo exact an 
Idea, To an open Sincerity he had joined 
ſo much Humanity, that no one could take 
Offence at his Behaviour or Converſation. A 
Strength of Memory which retained whatever 
he had ſtudied, contributed very much to the 
Perſpicuity and Juſtneſs of his Inſtructions to 
his Pupils, : And though a long Courſe of 
Teaching, Joined to his advanced Age, had 
created a Reverence towards him, and an Au- 
thority over all about him; yet he was never 
diſpleaſed with others for differing from him 
in Opinion; but as he would endeavour to de- 
fend his own Sentiments, he would hear them 
oppoſed with equal Candour and Moderation. 
Herein an admirable Pattern for Jearned Men, 
who are too often impatientof Contradiction, not 
confidering that others have as much right to 
examine and oppoſe their Opinions, as they to 
publiſh and defend them, Towards his Pu- 
pils he kept the juſt Medium between Severi- 
ty, and too great Indulgence. In a Word he 
lived with à perfect Temperance and Com- 
mand of his Paſſions, ſuch as became a Chriſ- 
tian and a Divine; by which means he pre- 
ſerved the Health of his Body, and Vigour of 
his Mind to a good old Age, and died firmly 
perſuaded of the Truth of Chriſtianity, which 
he had fo clearly and ſucceſsfully defended, and 
in a full Belief of the Performance of thoſe 
Promiſes the Goſpel has made in a future "The 
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The moſt conſiderable of his Works are 1.T Beo. 
logia Chriſtiana, &c. or a compleat Syſtem of of 
Divinity, firſt publiſhed in Quarto 1686, ſince 
that, enlarged and printed four times in Folio, 
the laſt in 1730. It was tranſlated into Eng. 
liſh in 2 Vol. 8vo. 2. De Veritate Religionts 
Chr, amica Collatio, Sc. in Quarto 1687. At 
the End of which is that Tract we here pre- 
ſent the Reader with a Tranſlation of. The 
Occaſion of the Book was this: Iſaac Orobio, 
a learned Jew, who came from Seville, and 
practiſed Phyſick at Amſterdam, had eſcaped 
out of the Inquiſition in Spain by pretending 
to be a Catholick; and happening to fall into a 
Diſcourſe about Religion with Egbert Veene 
a celebrated Phyſician, and Friend of Lim- 
borch's, who much commended Limborch's 
Learning, Orobio deſired to have a Conference 
with him; which was held at Dr. Yeene's 
Houſe, carried on in a regular and ſcholarljke 
Manner, and was afterwards reduced to Writing 
and publiſhed. by Limborch ; though he was 
not ſo happy as to overcome the Few's Pre- 
judices, who at the End of the Conference de- 
clared it his Opinion, © that every one ought 
e to continue in his own Religion, ſince it 
« was much eaſier to attack another Man' 8 

ce than to prove ones own.” 
But Mr. Limborch had better Succeſs in a 
Conference of the like Nature, the Occaſion 
of which was this. A young Gentlewoman of 


Amſterdam, who had an Inclination to learn 
Hebrew 
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Hebrew of a Jeu, was by him gradually ſe- 


duced to Judaiſm. Her Mother, as ſoon as 


ſhe came to know it, was much concerned at 
it, and employed ſeveral Divines to bring her 
back to Chriſtianity; but in vain were their 
Arguments and Perſuaſions. Dr. Veene hap- 
pening to be ſent for to viſit a fick Perſon in 
the Houſe, and hearing the Mother ſpeak with 
great Concer of this Affair, mentioned Mr. 


Limborch's Diſpute with Orobio, which made 


her very deſirous Mr. Limborch might diſ- 


courſe with her Daughter, in hopes he would 


be able to reduce her by his Arguments to the 
Chriſtian Religion again. Mr. Limborch ac- 
cordingly came to her in April 1694, and 


3 with her in the ſame Method he 


ad uſed with Orobio, in a few Conferences 


recovered her to a better Judgment, and intire- 


ly convinced her of the Truth of Chriſtianity, 
to the great Satisfaction of her Mother and 
berſelf. The next Work Mr. Li mborch pub- 


liſhed was Hiſtoria Inquiſitionis, &c. in 1 Vol. 


Folio. Amſterdam 1692. It has been tranſlated 


into Engliſh by Mr. Samuel Chandler, and prin- 
ted in Quarto, who by Way of Introduction 
prefixed a curious Hiſtory of the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of Perſecution, as well amongſt the 
Heathens as Chriſtians. His laſt Work was 
Commentarius in Acta Apoſtolorum & in Epiſ- 
tolas ad Romanos & H. ebræos. Fol. Roterdam 
1711. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Li mborch had two Brothers, . Rembert 

y elder than himſelf, andS:mon younger. Rembert 
was born in 1692, and applied himſelf to the 
Study of the Law in which he acquired great 
Reputation and was raiſed by his Merit to be 
Advocate Fiſcal of Holland. Simon was alſo 
bred to the Law not without deſervedly raiſ- 

ing a Character by it. . 2 


\ 


| Lately Publiſb'd, 
HE genuine Works of Flavins Foſephus, the Fewiſh Hiſ- 
torian. Tranſlated from the Original Greek,. according 
to Havercamp's accurate Edition. Containing twenty Books of 
the Fewiſh Antiquities, with the Appendix, or Life of Foſephns, 
written by himſelf: Seven Books of the Fewiſh War: And two 
Books againſt Apion. Illuſtrated with new Plans and Deſcrip- 
tions of the Tabernacle of Moſes; and of the Temble of Solo- 
mon. Zorobabel, Herod, and. Ezekiel; and with correct Maps of 
Judea and Feruſalem. Together with proper Notes, Obſerva- 
tions, Contents, Parallel Texts of Scripture, five compleat In- 
dexes, and the true Chronology of the ſeveral Hiſtories adjuſted 
= in the Margin. 2 4535 4 
To this Book are prefixed eight Diſſertations, vix. I. The 
| Teſtimonies of Foſephus vindicated. II. The Copy of the Old 
3 Teſtament made uſe of by Joſephus, proved to be that which was 
collected by Nehemiah. III. Concerning God's Command to 
Abraham, to offer up Iſaac his Son for a Sacrifice. IV. A large 
Enquiry into the true Chronology of Joſephus, V. An Extract 
out of Foſephus's Exhortation to the Greeks, Ne ne and 
the Reſurrection of the Dead. VI. Proofs that this Exhortation 
is genuine; and was no other than a Homüly of - Foſephns's, 
when he was Biſhop of. Jeruſalem. VII. A Demonſtration that 
Tacitus, the Roman Hiſtorian, took his Hiſtory of the Jews out , 
of Foſephus. VIII. A Diſſertation of Cellarius's againſt Harduin; 
in Vindication of Foſephus's Hiſtory of the Family of Herod from 
Coins, Tranſlated into Engliſh. With an Account of the Fewiſ 
Coins, Weights, and Meaſures. By William Whiſion,' M. A. 
Some time Profeſſor of the Mathematicks in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge. Price of the ſmall Paper 11. 10s, Middle 10. 165, 
and Royal Paper 21. 105. Bound and Letter d. 
| | Mr, LIM. 
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[PREFACE 


7ER Truth ought to be dear and va- 
[21 luable to Man, more. eſpecially that which 

points out to him the Way to eternal hap- 
pineſs : Fur though to be ignorant of other Truths 
may be detrimental, and deprive us of many Ad- 
vantages in this Life, yet they cannot bar our 
Way to that which is the only true and ſubſtan- 
tial Good : Whereas our Ignorance of this leaves 
the Soul deſtitute of Hope, and robs it of. all com- 
firtable Aſſurances of its own happineſs. Now as 
it is agreed by all Chriſtians, that Chriſtianity alone 
is that ſalutary Truth; and conſequently, that 
fuch a-ſettled Belief of that Religion, as will na- 
turally produce a fincere Obedience to the Precepts 
of it, is the only Means whereby we can obtain 
eternal Salvation, and rely on God for the certain- 
ty of it; it is a Duty highly incumbent on all 
that profeſs the Name of Chriſt, to ſupport - the 
Truth of his Doctrine by the moſt convincing Ar- 

DS OS guments, 


10 Mr. Limborch's PR E FAC B. 
guments, and to reſcue it from thoſe Objeftims | 
which are levelled at it, that they who have not 
yet embraced it may clearly fee its divine Original, 
and thereby be — over to the firm Belief 
of it, 

. There are various Oppoſers of the Truth. of 
Chriſtianity d. :ſperſed over the World; but in our 
Country they are confined to two Claſſes, Jews, 
and Atheiſts, or Deiſts. The Jews deny the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and refuſe to own * 
Chriſt for their Saviour: Nevertheleſs they ac- 
knowledge the true God to be the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, and make the divine Law if 
Moſes, the Rule of their Faith and Prafiice; 
whereas the Atheiſts and Deifts, (whom I join to- 
gether, not becauſe ] hook upon them both to ſignify 
really one and the ſame Sect, but becauſe Deijm, 
generally peaking, differs very little from Atheiſm, 
and thoſe: who profeſs the former, do moſs com- 
monly Favour the latter in their Hearts 3) theſe 
either believe in no God at all, or elſe reſolus lin 
into a natural and neceſſary Agent, and fo in 
Effect entirely ſubvert all Religion: Beſides, as 
they reject all Revelation, they have na certain 
"Roof Life ge by, or if they have, it is only 
the Light of Nature witch they bold 40 be the 
moſt perfet? Guide. 

E is the Duty of 4 Chriſtian 10 defind t the 


Truth of his Religion, againſt both Athyerſaris, 
as well ta convince Gainſayers of its Divinity, 4s 
10 confirm the Minds of thoſe, who by the Grace 
/ God bave already embraced the Truth, _ 
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keep them ſtegfaſt in the Faith, that they be not 
lead away by the Cavils and falſe Reaſonings, of 
its Oppoſers. It was from this Motive that I en- 


| gaged in a friendly Conference with a learned 


Jew, which encreaſing by degrees into a regular 
Series of Argumentation, I reſolved to make it 
publick; and as I was preparing it. for the Preſs, 
I happened luckily to light upon a Manuſcript 
which had long lain by me unobſerved, wherein 
revealed Religion, in general, as well Moſaic as 

Chriſtian was attacked ; a Confutation of which, I 
thought, might prove both acceptable and uſeful to 
Chriſtianity in general. 


The Author of this Piece, as appears at the 


End of the Manuſcript, was Gabriel (afterwards 
omongft the Jews called Uriel) Acoſta: What 
gave occaſion to his writing it, himſelf ſufficiently 
declares ; and as to the Title, (A Repreſentation 
of human Life) t ig what he prefixed to it him- 
ſelf. He ſeems to have finiſhed it a few Days 
before his Death, and after he had determined to 
put an End to bis Life : For burning with a de- 
fire of being revenged on his Brother (others ſay 
bis Cn by whom he thought himfelf injured, 
be came to a Reſolution to ſhoot him, and then him- 
ſelf. Accordingly, as this Relation was going by 
bis Houſe one Day, he levelled a- Piſtol at bim; 
but miſfing Fire, and ſeeing himſelf diſcovered, he 
immediately clapt too the Door, and taking up 
another Piſtol which lay ready for that Purpoſe, 
be ſhot himſelf, and died in a terrible Manner. 
In the Houſe of the deceaſed this Manufeript was 
| ; "2 | | found 3 
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12 Mr. Liuiborch's PR ETA... 
ound; a Copy of it was communicated by a den 
eminent Citizen to my Great Uncle Simon Epil-. 
copius, amongſt whoſe Papers I found it. As to. 
the Time of this Tranſattion, the Hiftory itſelf 
affords us ſome Light ; for that little Treatiſe of 
the Phyfician, that it makes mention of, De Im- 
- mortalitate Animarum, was publiſhed at Amſter- 
dam by Raveſteinius, in the Year of the World 
5383, according to the Jewiſh Calculation which 
anſivers to 1623 of the Chriſtian Era. Noto if 
ave take into the Account, both the times of his 
living ſeparate from the Jews, we may thence 


: 2 fer near Judgment of the Time of this 
It is not my Deſign in this Place to remark 
ö any Thing concerning "the Excommunication or 
; Sentence, which the Jews paſſed on this Writer, 
| but only to examine the Arguments by which he 


5 Oppoſes the Doctrines of revealed Religion in gene. 
ral, and theſe of the Chriftian in particular, and 
to ſhew how inſufficient they are to difprove the 
Truth of it. But I defire it may be obſerved, 
T would not have any one think, that, becauſe J 
have annexed the Confutation of this Piece to my 
friendly Conference with a learned Few, I have 
an equal eſteem for my Adverſaries, or intend 10 
caſt any Odium on my learned Correſpondent Oro- 
bius, by repreſenting him as an Infidel of the fame 

| Claſs with this Uriel Acoſta, This never en- 
tered into my Thoughts; for befides that the latter 
7s no leſs an Enemy to the Moſaic than the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation, I know very well that my . 
A Orobius 
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Orobius holds him in utter Deteſtation as the vileſt 
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of Men, and would think it a Diſgrace to have 
any Reſemblance to ſuch a Reprobate. This my 
Confutation therefore of Acoſta's Objeftions is 2 


Defence , the Truth, not only of the Goſpel, 


but alſo of the Law of Moſes, to which if my 


| learned Jewiſh Correſpondent can add any Thing 
that may more clearly demonſtrate the Divinity of 


the latter, be. ſball be entitled to my Thanks, as I 
hope IL ſhall not be thought unde ſer uing, for what 
J have ſaid in Defence of it againſt the unjuſt 


| Accuſations of our common Adverſary. The whole 


of” the Matter is, in ſhort this: As T had pre- 


pared for the Publick an Anfiver to thoſe Argu- 


ments of the Jew, which he manages with ſo 


much cunning and learning againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion; 1 took this opportunity of confuting the 
Cavils of this unhappy Man, with which he at- 


tacks our Chriſtian Faith though from a very dif- 


ferent Principle, in order to vindicate the Reli- 
gion of Chriſt from ſome frivolous Objections, and 


to make its Truth and divine Original appear 
with greater Evidence and Clearneſs, 
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Chriſtian Religion in that Kingdom: My 


— 


utmoſt. At length being grown up, and 28 
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Of his o wW n 


WAS born in Portugal, in a City of 
the ſame Name, but commonly called 
| Oporto: My Parents were of the Nobi- 
lity, and originally deſcended from thoſe 
Fetws who were conſtrained. to embrace the 


Father was a true Chriſtian and a Man of 
ſtrict Honour and Integrity. I had a genteel 
Education at home, Servants always to com- 
mand and a managed Spaniſh Gennet to per- 
fe& myſelf in that Exerciſe of the Great Horſe 
in which my Father was completely ſkilled, 
and I. endeavoured to follow his Steps to the 


well accompliſhed in the liberal Arts. as young 
Ely | Gentlemen 


”Vaizn A0 t Ae, 15 


Gentlemen. generally are, I applied myſelf to 
the Study of the Law. As to my Genius and 
Diſpoſition, I was naturally very pious and 
compaſſionate, inſomuch that I could not hear 
the Story of any Perſon's Misfortunes without 
melting into Tears; and had ſuch an innate 
Senſe of Modeſty, that I dreaded nothing fo 
much as to ſuffer Difgrace : Not that I had 
the leaſt Cowardice in 'my Temper, or was 
free from Refentment when a juſt Occafion 
offered; for which Reaſon I always had an 
Averſion to that haughty and inſolent Race cn 
Men, who are apt to  xefpiſe and trample upon 
others, and therefore took al Opportiaithe'to to 
defend the Oppreſſed, and to make their Cauſe 
my ow n. 

By Religion e Laaber made a Scene 
of incredible Sufferings. I was educated, ac- 
cording. to the Cuſtom of that Country; in 
the Papiſb Religion; and when I was but a 
young Man, the Dread of eternal Damnation 
made me defirous to keep all its Doctrines 
with the utmoſt exactneſs. I employed my 
leiſure Time in reading the Goſpel, and other 


ſpiritual Books, ran through — roy f 


_ the Confeſſors, and the more Time I beſtowed 
upon them, the: greater. Difficulties ſtill roſe 
upon me: Which by degrees threw. me into 
ſuch inextricable, Perplexities, Doubts and Dif- 
 ficulties, as ea es a me with Grief and 

NE. 3 1 5 
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It ſeemed to me a Thing impoſiible 1 con- 
feſſing my Sins (after the Cuſtom of No- 
man Church) to obtain by virtue thereof a 
plenary Abſolution, and to have fulfilled all the 
Things that were required; and this conſe- 
quently made me deſpair of Salvation, as it 
was to be obtained only by ſuch particular 
Rules. But as it was a very difficult Thing 
to ſhake off at once a Religion which I had 
been educated in from my Infancy, and which 
by a long implicit Faith had taken deep Root, 
I began, when I was about twenty Years qld, to 
queſtion with myſelf, whether or no it. was 
not. poſſible for thoſe Things which were re- 
lated of another Life, to be Forgeries, and 
whether a Belief of them were conſiſtent with 
Reaſon; foraſmuch as my Reaſon did perpe- 
tually ſaggeſt to me Things that were directly 
contrary. Under this Doubt I continued ſome 
time; and at laſt came to this ſettled Perſuaſion, | 

that Salvation. was not to be obtained in the 
Way that I was in. During this time, I ap- 
plied myſelf to the Study of the Law, and, 
when I was in my twenty- fifth Year, an Op- 
portunity offered by which I obtained an ec- 

cleſiaſtical Benefice, viz the Dignity, of Trea- 
ſurer in the Collegiate Church. , 

Not being able to find that Satisfaction 1 
wanted, in the Romiſh Church, and being deſi- 
rous to attach myſelf to one, knowing alſo 
there was a very great Diſpute, betwixt [the 
Chriſtians and Fews, I went ough the _ 


of Moſes and the Prophets, wherein I found 
ſome Things not a little contradictory to the 
Doctrines of the New Teſtament ; and there 
ſeemed-to be the leſs Difficulty in believing 
thoſe Things which were revealed by God 
himſelf: Beſides the Old Teſtament was aſſent- 
ed to both by eus and Chriſtians, whereas the 
New was believed by Chriſtians only. Hence 
I was induced to become a Convert to the 
Law of Moſes, and as he declared himſelf. 
only to be a deliverer of what was revealed by 
God himſelf, being called by him to that Of- 
fice, or rather conſtrained to accept it (ſo eaſily 
are the Ignorant impoſed on,) I thought it my 
Duty to make the Law the Rule of my Obe- 
dience. Having entered upon this Reſolution, 
and finding it was unſafe to profeſs this Re- 
ligion in that Country, I began to think of 
changing my Habitation and leaving my na- 
tive Home. In order to this, I immediately re- 
ſigned my eccleſiaſtical Benefice in favour of 
another, unbiaſſed either by the Profits or Hon- 
our of it, which are two prevailing Motives 
with the People of, our Nation: I alſo left a 
handſome Houſe fituated in the beſt Part of 
the City, that my Father had built, Which 
having done, my Mother, Brothers, and my- 
ſelf embarked on Board a Ship, though at a 
very great hazard (it not being lawful for thoſe 
that are deſcended from the Jews, to depart the 
Kingdom without the King's ſpecial Licenſe.) 
I muſt acquaint the Reader, that, from a Prin- 
| : MF - - | ciple 
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18 UaIEL AcosTa's Account 
_ciple of natural Affection, I had communicat- 
ed to them my Sentiments on the Falſity of 
our Religion, though ſuch a Diſcovery might 
have proved fatal to me; So dangerous a Thing 
is it in that Country to ſpeak freely on this 
Subject, though to the deareſt Friends, Hav. 
ing finiſhed our Voyage, and being arrived at 
en where we found the Jeus pro- 
feſſing their Religion with great freedom, as 
the Law directs them, we immediately ful- 
filled the Precept concerning Circumciſion. 
J had not been there many Days, — 
obſer ved, that the Cuſtoms and Ordinances of 
the modern eus were very different from 
thoſe commanded by Moſes: Now if the Law 
was to be ſtrictly obſerved, according: to the 
Letter, as it expreſsly declares, it muſt be 
unjuſtifiable in the Jewißb Doctors to add to 
it Inventions of a quite contrary Nature, This 
provoked me to oppoſe them openly ; nay, I 
looked upon it as doing God ſervice to defend 
the Law with freedom againſt ſuch Innova- 
tions. The modern Few:/h-Rabbins, like their 
. Anceſtors, are an obſtinate and perverſe race 
of Men, ſtrenuous advocates for the odious 
Sect of the Phariſees and their Inſtitutions, 
not without a view to gain, and, as is juſtly 
imputed to them, vainly fond of the upper- 
moſt Seats in the Synagogue, and Greetings in 
the Market. Men of this Character could not 
bear that I ſhould differ from them, though 


in the moſt minute Points, inſiſting upon my 
5 . following 
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following their Steps exactly in every Thing, 


— 


or elſe threatning to exclude me from their 


Synagogue, and to paſs full Sentence of the 


greater Excommunication upon me * . But as 
it was. ynworthy, of him, who had ſo lately 
left his native Country, and been content to 
forego many other temporal Advantages for 


Liberty. of Conſcience, to be overaw'd and 


forced to ſubmit to Men, who had no right to 


ſuch a Power; beſides, I thought it both ſinful 


and beneath a Man to be a Slave in things 
pertaining to Conſcience ; therefore I refolved 


rather to ſuffer the worſt they could inflict ra- 
ther than recant: Accordingly they excommuni- 
cated me from their Society, inſomuch, that .m 


own Brothers, who before took me for their 
teacher, in ſpiritual Things, durſt not take any 


Notice of me as they paſſed by me in the Street 


for fear of the Rabbins | 


This Situation of Affairs put me upon writ- 


ing a Treatiſe in defence of myſelf, and to 
prove plainly out of the Law of Moſes, the 
Vanity and Invalidity of the Traditions and 
Ordinances of the Phariſees, and their repug- 
nancy to that Law. After I had begun this 


* There are two Degees of Excommunication among the 
Jews, the leſſer, which qply. excludes the Perſon from ſome 
particular Socicty or Congregation till he repents, which he is 
allowed to do in thirty Days; and if he does not, then is pro- 


nounced the Greater, which affects his Goods, confiſcates them 


to ſacred Uſes, and deprives him of any Dealings with or Sup- 
port from his neareſt Relations, as well as ſubjets him to 
many other grievaus Penalties. Yide Abendana's Jewiſh Polity. 


YE Work. 
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Work, (for I think myſelf obliged to re 


late every Thing Pony and circumſtanti- 
ally) it happened that I entirely agreed with 
the Opinion of thoſe, who confine the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments propoſed in the 0ʃ 
| Teftament to this Life only, and ſeem to be 
little concerned about a future State, or the 
immortality of the Soul; being induced to 
embrace this Opinion by t the following Argu- 
ment among others, becauſe the Law of Moſes 
is quite ſilent as to the two laſt Points, and 
only propoſes temporal Rewards and Paniſh- 
ments to the Obſervers and Tranſgreſſors there- 
of, This was no ſmall Matter of Triumph 
to my Adverſaries, to find that I had enter- 
tained ſuch Opinions, thinking they had 
thereby gained the Chriſtians to their Party, 
who by their Faith in the Goſpel, which ex- 
preſsly mentions eternal Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, do believe and maintain the Immor- 
tality of the Soul. It was with this view of 
rendering me odious to the Chriſtians, and to 
ſilence me entirely, that, before my Book was 
put to'the Preſs, they employed a certain Phy- 
ſician to, publiſh a Treatiſe, * entitled, Of tbe 
Immortality of the Soul, in which the Doctor 
inveighed bitterly againſt me as one who de- 
fended Epicurus's Principles, and who by de- 


® This Treatiſe was publiſhed in the Year of the World TY 
according to the Fewiſh Calculation of Time, which * 
to the Year of the Chriſtian Era 1623. 

N. B. * Author was, I believe, Mae ben Iſrael, 


oyin 
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nying the Immortality of the Soul, did in a 
Manner diſpute the Being of a God: Whereas 
at that very Time 1 had conceived but an ill 
Opinion of Epicurus, and being prejudiced by 
the unfair Relations of other People, without 
hearing what he had to ſay for himſelf, did 
not ſcruple to cenſure him with great free- 
dom: But having heard the Sentiments of 
ſome impartial lovers of Truth, concerning him 
and his Doctrine, I have found Reaſon to 
change mine, and to be ſorry for the Injuſtice 
I did him then, in pronouncing ſo great a 
Man to be both abſurd and mad, when at this 
very time I am ſo far from being a compe- 
tent Judge of his Opinions, that I am an ut- 
ter ſtranger to his Works, The next Step they 
took was to ſet their Children upon me in 
the Streets, who inſulted me in a Body as I 
walked along, abuſing and railing at me, crying 
out, There goes a Heretick, there goes an Apoſ- 
tate, At other times, they: aſſembled together 
before my Doors, flinging Stones at the Win- 
dows, and doing every thing they could to 
diſturb and annoy me, ſo that I could not live 
at quiet in my own Houſe. After the Doc- 

tor's Book I have mentioned was publiſhed, 
immediately I ſet about my own Defence, and 
wrote an Anſwer to it, in which I oppoſed 
the Doctrine of the Soul's Immortality with 
all the Strength I was able, glancing by the 
Way at the Deviations of the Phariſees from 

the Moſaic Inſtitution, | No ſooner had this 
» 2 
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ans. in Print, than the Senators and Ru- 
lers of the Jews. agreed to lay an Information 
againſt. me before the publick Magiſtrate, ſet - 


ting forth that I bad publiſhed a Book to 


diſprove the Immortality of the Soul, and 
that with a view to ſubvert, not only t the 
Fewiſh but alſo the Chriſtian Religion. Upon 
this Information I was apprehended and ſent. 
to Priſon, from whence, after a confinement 
of eight or ten Days, I was diſcharged upon 


giving Security, for I was fined by the Magi. 
ſtrate, in the Penalty of three hundred Florins, 


belides the forfeiture of my Books lately pubs 


liſhed. 
Some time after this, as Age and Experi- 


ence are apt to occaſion new diſcoveries to the 


Mind of Man, and conſequently to alter his 


Judgment of Things; (let me here declare my 
Mind freely, for what ſhould hinder a Man 
from ſpeaking the Truth without reſerve, who 
is juſt going to make his Exit, and to leave 
behind him a ſad, though true Example of hu- 


man Miſery?) it was ſome time after this, I 


fay, that I began to queſtion with m vielf, 
whether the Law of Moſes ought to — ac- 
counted the Law of God, ſeeing there were 
many Arguments which ſeemed. to perſuade, 
or rather determine the contrary. At laſt I 
came to be fully of Opinion, that it was no- 
thing but a human Invention, like many other 
Syſtems in the World, and that Moſes was not 


the Writer; for it contained many 'E hings 
| contrary 
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contrary to the Law of Nature: And God, 
who was the Author of that Law, could not 
contradict himſelf, which he muſt have done, 
had he given to Men a Rule of Obedience 
contrary to that firſt Law, Having thus de- 
termined this Point, I began to reaſon with 
myſelf in the following Manner, (I wiſh I 


had never entertained ſuch a Thought!) What - 


can it profit me to ſpend all my Days in this 
melancholy State, ſeparated from the Society 
of this People and their Elders, eſpecially as 


I am a Stranger in this Country, deſtitute of 


any Acquaintance with its Inhabitants, or even 
Knowledge in its Language? How much bet- 


ter will it be for me to return to their Com- 


munion, and conform to their Ways, in com- 


pliance with the Proverb, which directs us at 


Rome ta do as they do at Rome] Theſe Con- 
ſiderations prevailed with me to return to their 
Society; accordingly I made a formal Recanta- 
tion, and ſubſcribed ſuch Articles as they were 


pleaſed to impoſe upon me, after having lived 
fifteen Veats in a State of Separation from 


them. I muſt obſerve, that a certain Couſin 


of mine helped to mediate this Reconciliation | 


betwixt us. 

A few Days after this I was accuſed by a 
Lad my Nephew, whom I kept in my Houle, 
in relation to Meats, the Manner of dreſſin 
them, and other Coreimioriies of the like Na- 
ture, by which i it appeared that I did not con- 


form to the Cuſtoms of the Zews. Upon this 
| Information | 
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| reflected diſhonour on his Mediation, and be- 


very haſty, declared himſelf openly my invete- 


tune; and by conſequence that might deprive 
me of Life itſelf, He prevented a Marriage 


Brothers detained from me my Effects which 
he had in his Hands, and alſo put a ſtop 
to the Dealings which ſubſiſted between us, 


War, (if J may fo call it) another of a more 


time a new Affair broke out, as follows. I 


1 the one a n the other an Ialian, 
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Information, new and cruel Proceedings were 


commenced againſt me; for my Coulin, whom 
I mentioned before as a Sort of Mediator be. 
twixt us, thinking that this behaviour of mine 


ing beſides a proud, reſentive, bold Fellow, and 


rate Enemy, and ſeducing all my Brothers 
over to his Side, left nothing uneſſayed that 
might ruin me in my Reputation and For- 


which I was then juſt upon the Point of Con- 
cluding ; for I had loſt my Wife lately. He 
was likewiſe the Occaſion that one of my 


by which means I ſuffered a prodigious detti- | 
ment in my Affairs; in a Word, he was a 
moſt implacable Enemy to my Reputation, 
Fortune and Life. Beſides this domeſtick 


publick Nature, was carried on againſt me by 
the Rabbins, and the People who began to per- 
ſecute me with freſh hatred, behaving with | 
ſuch inſolence to me as raiſed my juſt, Ab- 
horrence and Deteſtation of them. At this 


happened one Day to be in Company with 
two Men who came from London to Amfter- 


. both 
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both Chriſtians, 'and: not ſo much as' 3 : | 


the Jets by deſcent, who taking an opportu- 
nity to declare to me their neceſſitous Condi- 
tion, aſked my Advice touching their becom- 
ing Proſelytes to Judaiſm: Whereupon I dif- 
ſuaded them from any ſuch Purpoſe, adviſing 
them rather to bear the Inconveniences of 
their preſent Condition, than to ſubject them- 
ſelves to ſo heavy a Yoke, the Grievouſneſs 
of which they were unacquainted with, cau- 
tioning them at the ſame Time, not to make 
the leaſt mention to the Fews of what had 
paſſed between us, which they faithfully pro- 


miſed me: But theſe perfidious Wretches, in- 


duced by the Hopes of filthy Lucre inſtead 

of returning me Thanks went and diſcloſed all 
to my dear Friends the Phariſees: Upon this 
the Rulers of the Synagoguge met, the 
Rabbins were fired with Rage and Re- 


ſentment, and the inſolent Rabble cried 


out with one Voice, crucify him. In a 
Word, I was cited to appear before the 
Sanbedrim, where the Articles of my Charge 


were read with as ſolemn and awful Voice 
as though 1 had been upon my tryal for 
Life; and then it was determined, that if 


I was really a Few, I ought to be reſigned 
and ſubmit to their Sentence, otherwiſe I muſt 
be excommunicated again. Very juſt and 


equitable Judges, who aſſume to yourlelvds the 
Power of Condemnation and Puniſhment, but 
if J appeal to your Authority for Protection 
againſt — and then indeed 
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you pretend that you have not Authority to it int 
terfere in thoſe Matters, and are only Servants 
and Subjects to the Civil Power. Of what 


validity then is your Judgment that I ſhould 
obey it? Then was read out of a little Book 


my Sentence, which was that I muſt make 
« my entrance into the Synagogue dreſſed in 
&« 4 mourning Veſtment, holding a black 


« Wax taper in my Hand, and there to read 


« diſtinctly before the whole Congregation a 


« Form of Recantation penned by them, in 


„ which they had deſcribed in black and odious 


Colours, the great Enormity of my Crimes: 
Then I was to- ſubmit to be whiptin the 


« ſame publick Manner, with a Scourge made 
« of leather Thongs: After that to proſtrate 
myſelf at the Door of the Synagogue, that 
« they might all paſs over me, and more- 
« over to faſt certain Days.” I had no ſooner 


* 


A 


c 


heard my Sentence, but J was fired with In- 
dignation and a juſt Reſentmerit. However 
containing my Paſſion as well as I could, I 
only anſwered, that I could not prevail with 
myſelf to undergo ſuch a ſevere Sentence. 


When 1 had given in my Anſwer, they con- 
ſulted together, and proceeded to a ſecond Ex- 


communication of me; but not content with 


this, many of them ſpit upon me as they 
paſſed by me in the Streets, and encouraged 


their Children to do the ſame: In ſhort, the N 


only Reaſon they did not ſtone me, was becauſe 


they wanted Power. This perſecution. laſted 


the Space of * Years, during which time 


ſhould 
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ſecuted me, one the whole Jewiſb Body, the 
other my Relations, who ſought for their re- 


venge in my Diſgrace; nor would they be ſa- 
tisfied, till they got me into their own Power 
and Juriſdiction, ſaying among themſelves, he 


is ſtubborn, he will do nothing till he is forc'd, 
and therefore ought to be compelled: If I 
was fick, no body would attend me; if I la- 
boured under any other Misfortune, it was a 


Matter of Triumph and Joy to them; if I 
propoſed any one of their own Body to be a 


Judge between us, the Propoſal was rejected ; 


and as to diſputing: things of this Nature be- 
fore a publick Magiſtrate, which I began to 
do, I found it very tedious and difficult, for 


judicial Proceedings are at leaſt both dilatory 
and expenſive . During theſe my Troubles 
they would often exhort me to ſubmiſſion, ſay- 
ing, We are all your Fathers, and therefore 
you need not fear that we ſhall act an unfair or 
unkind Part towards you ; only ſay, that you 
are ready to perform whatſoever we enjoyn 
you, and leave the reſt to us, and all ſhall be 


made eaſie. This was the very Point in diſ- 


pute, and I was alſo ſenſible how diſgraceful 


* Tf they were ſo in Holland a hundred Years ago, when 
this Author wrote, I fear they are no better now, too man 
in England can witneſs. the Truth of this Aſſertion, where it is 
generally more profitable. to give up ones right to many Ad- 
vantages, than to conteſt it with a ſtubborn Adverſary, wha 
can produce Arguments from the Law, not to be found in 
any Syſtem of Ethics ſacred 2 profane. | | 
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ſhould J relate all that I ſuffered, it would ap- 
pear incredible; for two Parties violently per- 
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1 it. was to ſurrender at Dlſeretion, and * 
1 on their Mercy; yet being deſirous to put an q 
end to this long Affair, after much Reluc- 
tance, I prevailed with myſelf to ſubmit to 
their own Terms, and make Trial of their 
Honour: For thus I argued with myſelf, 
if they deal —— 12 me, they will 
ſtand convicted by their own Proceedings, and 
make evident — implacable Diſpolition to- 
wards me, and how little Truſt is to be re- 
poſed in them: And at length this execrable 
and deteſted People, did plainly ſhew what 
their Religion and Principles are, by treating 
1 Men of Honour and Character in as ſcanda- 
_ lous a Manner, as if they had been the vileſt 
3 Slaves upon Earth: In a Word, I ſaid to them, 
1 behold I depend upon your Mercy, and am 
1 ready to undergo whatfoever you are pleaſed 
1 to impoſe on me! Now let every Man of 
1 Candcur and humanity attend to my ny Relation) 
| and judge of the Sentence, which a particular 
1 ſet of People, and under a foreign e 
1 paſſed upon an innocent Man. l, 
1 made my entrance into the Sy ; 
4 which was filled with Men and Women out of 
1 - curioſity to be Spectators, And at the Time 
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| appointed I went up into the Deſk, which! 
[ | ſtood in the middle of it, and with a diſtinct 
I VPoſce read over the Form of Confeſſion, which 
1 they had drawn up for me, viz. that I 


1 deſerved to die a thouſand Deaths for the 
J Crimes and Miſdemeanors I had committed, 

8 ſuch as prophanation of the Sabbath, — | 
4 | | '- 


5 | : / 


11 my ange Now, — whido 1 _ ſo Fug 
violated; as to- ; diffhade others from being Con- 
verts to Judaiſm ;' te atene for which Impieties 


[ ſubmitted. to their Sentence, and was ready 
to undergo whatever they were pleaſed to lay 
upon me, promiſing not to be guilty of the like 
Crimes for the future. When I had finiſhed my 
Leſſon, I came down from the Deſk, when 
the chief Prieſt came up to me, and Whiſper- 
ing in my Ear, bid me go to a certain corner 
of the Synagogue, which having done the 
Door-keeper bid me to ſtrip; accordingly I 
ſtripped myſelf naked down to the Waſte, tied 
a Napkin about my Head, pulled off my 
Shoes, and helding up my Arms above my 
Head, claſped a ſort of Pillar in my. Hands, to 
which the Doot-keeper tied them with a Band. 

Having thus prepared myſelf for my Nuniſn- 
ment, the Virger came to me, and With a 


Scourge of leather Thongs gave me nine and 


thirty Stripes, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Jews: (it being a Precept of their Law, that 
the Number of Stripes ſhall not exceed forty.) 


For theſe very ſcrupulous and religious Gentle- - 


men, take due Ou not to offend by doing 
too much. Doring the Time of my whip- 


ping they ſang a Plalm. This correction being 


over, I was ordered t to fit down on the Ground, 


and then the Doctor came to me and abſolved A | 
me from my Excommunication; , ſo now the 


Gate of Heaven, which was doubly lock'd 


and bar'd againſt me before, was flung open 


all on a fudden-- O the n Notions 
and 


DP 
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and Conceits of Mortals! After this I put on 


him, joining in' an unnatural Confederacy 
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my Cloaths, and went to the' Doar of the. 
Synagogue, where | I proſtrated myſelf, the 
Door-keeper holding up my Head, whilſt all 
both old and young paſſed over me, ſtepping 
with one Foot on the lower Part of my Legs, 
and behaving with ridiculous and fooliſh Geſ- 
tures, more like Monkeys than human Crea- 
tures. When they had all done, I got up, and 
and being waſhed and made clean by the Man 
who ſtood by me for that Purpoſe, I went home. 
Now let no body ſay that they did not do me 
Honour, for if they ſcourged me, yet they la- 


mented over me and ſtroaked my Head. O 


ſhameleſs race of Men! O deteſted Fathers! 


You from whom I had nothing diſhonourable 


to fear! You, who ſaid, far be it from us to 
uſe you indecently. Now let any one who has 


heard my Story, judge how decent a Spectacle 


it was to ſee an old Man, a Perſon of no mean 


Rank, and who was moreover naturally ex- 


ceedingly modeſt, ſtript before a numerous 


Congregation of Men, Women, and Children, 
and ſcourged by order of his Judges, and thoſe, 
ſuch as rather deſerved the Name of abject Slaves. 


Let him imagine the Confuſion and Anguith, 
ſuch a one muſt ſuffer, by being obliged to lye 
at the Feet of his bittereſt Enemies, and be 
trampled on by thoſe Perſons who had already 
loaded him with Injuries and Inſults: Farther 
let him think, he ſees his own Brothers (O 


monſtrous, inhuman and ſhameful Treatment.) 


who were educatęd in the ſame Houſe with 


with 
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with his Perſecutors, unmindful of that na- 
tural Affection with which I always loved 
them, and which was ſo peculiar to me; and 
regardleſs of the many good Offices I had done 
them, requiting all my tenderneſs and kind- 
neſs with ſhameful Injuries and Diſgrace. 

My deteſted Perſecutors ſaid in defence of 
themſelves, that they only made me a juſt Ex- 
ample of Puniſhment, to deter others of their 
Communion from open Rebellion againſt their 


Ordinances, and from writing againſt their 


Doctors. Moſt wicked Wretches and Fathers 
of all Untruth! with how much more Juſ- 
tice could I have made you a publick Ex- 
ample of Puniſhment, to deter you from-prac- 
tiſing the like Abuſes on Men who are ſincere 
lovers of Truth, haters of Fraud, and indif- 
ferently che Friends of all Mankind, of whom 
you are the common Enemies, eſteeming all 
others but as the Beaſts and Scum of the Earth, 


whilſt you arrogantly extol yourſelves with vain 


Encomiums, as the only Favourites of Hea- 


ven: Whereas you have really nothing to 


boaſt of, unleſs you think it praiſe worthy to 
live as Vagabonds, baniſhed from the Society 
of Men, deſpiſed and hated w all for thoſe 


_ ridiculous and abſurd Cuſtoms, by which you 
diſtinguiſh yourſelves from the reſt of the 


World: If you rely on a greater Simplicity of 
Manners and Integrity of Life than other 
Men, your Pretences are very falſe, who viſibl 
fall ſhort. of many others in theſe Reſpects. 
I affirm * that if I had not wanted 
Power 
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Power; I might with juſt Cauſe have teving 
= ed myſelf of this — Crew, fot the 
3 great Injuries and Miſchiefs they did me, and 
1 Which rendered Life itſelf a Burden; fort who 
28 that has any regard to Reputation, could bear 
4 to lead an ignominious Life? for (as a certain 
Heathen very well obſerved) it is the Duty of 
every Man either to live with Honour, or to 
die bravely. My Cauſe is as far ſuperior to 
theirs, as Truth is more excellent than Falſe- 
| hood: For whereas: they are Advocates for a 
1 Fraud, that they may make a Prey and Slaves 
4 of Men; ; I contend nobly in the Cauſe of 


Ei BY 6? 


l Truth, and aſſert the natural Rights of Man- 
1 kind, whom it becomes to live ſuitably to the 
1 5 Dignity of their Nature, free from the Burden 


of Superſtitions and vain Ceremonies. I con- 
feſs it would have been more for my advan- 
tage, to have been ſilent from the firſt, and to 
have acquieſced under things juſt as J had found 
them; This is a more politick way for Men, 
Who would live free from the Inſolence of 
the Rabble, and the Oppreſſion of tyrannical 
Governors; for every -one that is intent on 
ſelf Intereſt, is induſtrious to ſuppreſs Truth, 
to lay Traps for the Ignorant: and Unwary, 
and to trample Juſtice under Foot : But after 
I was. unwarily drawn into, and deceived by 
a falſe Religion, and had gone fo far as to 
enter the Liſts with theſe Champions, I thought 
it more honourable to die bravely, than to have 
thoſe mortifying Reflections which muſt! ne- 


ceſſarily attend a baſe Submiſſion. It was ia 
common 
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common Argument with them, to appeal to 
their majority in number, objecting to me, 
that as I was alone in the oppoſition, I 
ought to ſubmit to them. And indeed, Gentle- 
men, you are ſo far in. the right, that it is 
the Safety and Intereſt of a fingle Perſon to 
ſubmit to numbers, for fear of falling a Sa- 
crifice to their Power; but becauſe it is ſafe, it_ 
does not therefore follow it is right, inglori- 
ouſly to quit the Field to plunderers and rob- 
bers; you muſt therefore allow at leaſt, that 
it is a glorious Virtue to make the beſt ſtand 
we are able againſt the haughty Invader, leſt 
Succeſs and a tame Submiſſion, encourage him 
in his Inſolence and Uſurpation. It is indeed the 
Part of a truly worthy, a good and generous 
Man, to be meek and gentle with thoſe of the 
ſame Diſpoſition; but to put on the Simplici- 
ty of the Lamb, when we are to engage with 
the Fierceneſs of the Lion, is fooliſh and ab- 
ſurd. If to die in our Country's Cauſe is 
deſervedly ranked amongſt the moſt glorious 
actions, becauſe our Country is a Part. of 
ourſelves, ought it not to be eſteemed equally 
glorious, to do the ſame in defence of our Re- 
putation and Honour? Which are properly 
and peculiarly ours, and without which we 
cannot live as becomes Men; unleſs, as you 
ſeem to think; to wallow in the Dirt of filthy 
Lucre can denominate us ſuch. But ſay theſe 
vile Scoffers, truſting in the Strength of their 
Number more than that of their Cauſe; what 
availeth your contending with us? What can, 
you do againſt ſo many! I confeſs it, and la- 
F ment 
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ment it as my great Misfortune, that I am 
overpowered by your Multitude : It is owing 
to this, and your bitter Reflections on me, that 
my Heart burns with Reſentment” and Indig- 
nation, and makes me think it unlawfull to 
uſe fair play towards ſuch wicked, arrogant 
and abandoned Wretches. All I can fay ! is, 1 
want the Power of Revenge. . 
I know that theſe Adverſaries, in order to 
blacken my Reputation and traduce me be- 
fore the illiterate Vulgar, would frequently 
ſay, this Man, is neither Few, Chriſtian, nor 
Mahometan, he believes no Religion at all: 
But take heed, blind Phariſees, what you ſay, 
for though your Hearts be full of Malice 
and Cunning, yet being without Light your 
Tongues betray you. Suppole I was a Chr:/- 
tian, what then would you ſay? It is plain 
you would call me an idolater, and ſay, that 
the true God from whom I had revolted, 
would paſs Sentence of Condemnation on me, 
together with Jeu of Nazareth the Teacher 
of the Chriſtians, If I was a Mahometan, we 
all know what Names you would honour me 
with then; ſo that it is impoſſible for me to 
efcape your Slander, and no refuge would be left 
me, but that. of falling down at your Feet, 
and embracing your abominable and carnal 
Inſtitutions, Now pray tell me, if you know 
of any other Religion beſide thole already 
mentioned, the two laſt of which you hold to 


0 falſe, and therefore call them Deviations 


from the true one. But, methinks I hear 
you allow one more Religion to be truly and 
properly 
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properly ſuch, and by virtue of which Men 
may pleaſe God; ſor, ſay you, if all Nat ions, 
the Fews only excepted (for by the way, you 


mult always diſtinguiſh yourſelves from the 


common Herd of Mankind) keep the ſeven 
_ Commandments which you affirm Noah to have 
obſerved, and others before Abrabam's Time, 
this is ſufficient for their Salvation: By your 
, own. Confeſſion then, there is one other Reli- 
gion; that I may truſt in, though I am de- 
ſcended from the Jews. Now let me beſeech 
you, that I may be permitted to take my 
chance among the Uncircumciſed ; or if I can- 
not obtain this Requeſt, I ſhall take the Be- 


nefit of that Privilege of my own accord. O 


thou blind Phariſee, wha, unmindful of that 
primary Law which was from the Beginning, 


and will be ſo to the End of Things, only 


makeſt mention of other Laws of a latter 


Date, all of which thou condemneſt except 
thy own; but of that, others will judge whe- 
ther you will or no, according to the Rule of 
right Reaſon, which is the true ſtandard of 
that Law of Nature, which you utterly diſ- 
regard and would fain bury in oblivion, 


that you may lay a grievous and heavy Yoke 
on other Men, and diveſt them of their Reaſon 
and Senſe, As I have touched upon this Point, 


I ſhall dwell a little on the Subject, and take 
notice of the excellency of this primary Law. 
Granting then that this Law is the common 
Rule of Action to all Men, and ſuitable to 
them as they are ſuch ; it does SY link 
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them together in the Ties of mutual Affec- 
tion, and is an uttter ſtranger to thoſe Divi- 


ſions, which occaſion hatred and animoſi 
among Men, and are the greateſt Evils that 
infeſt Society. It is that which teaches us the 
Art of living well, which diſtinguiſhes between 
right and wrong, and points out what is decent 


and indecent : Whatever is excellent in the Law 


of Moſes, or any other Inſtitution, is perfect- 


7 contained in the Law of Nature, from 


which if we deviate never ſo little, Conten- 
tions and Diviſions are the natural Conſe- 


quences; but if we err widely from it, who 
can deſcribe the Diſtraction, Confuſion, and 


terrible Diſaſters that muſt reſult from ſuch a 
Defection? What are the moſt uſeful Precepts 


in the Law of Me/es or any other Religion, 
relating to human Society, and conducing to 
a friendly intercourſe with one another? They 
are chiefly thoſe of honouring our Parents, 
and not to invade the property of others, 
whether it be in their Lives, their Characters 


or Fortunes: Now there is nothing in theſe 
which is not dictated by the Law of Nature, 
and does not entirely agree with that Rule of 


right Reaſon: We naturally love our Child- 
ren, and Children their Parents, Brother is 
affectionate to Brother, and one Friend to ano- 
ther: We cannot help deſiring, that 'every 


thing belonging to us ſhould be preſerved ſafe, 
and conſequently, hate thoſe who diſturb our 
quiet or endeavour to deceive us. From 


hence it neceſſarily follows, that we ought 


not 
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not to do thoſe things which we condemn in 
others; for if we condemn thoſe who de- 
prive us of our property, the Sentence turns 
upon ourſelves if we invade another Man's. 
We have here in one view, every thing that 
is material and eſſential in any other Law: 
As to the Diſtinction of Meats, let us leave 
that to the Phyſicians, who will beſt inſtruct 
us, which are ſalutary and which hurtful. 
With regard to other Ceremonials, Rites and 
Ordinances, ſuch as Sacrifices, T ythes, and all 
that fraudulent Trade, contrived to ſupport 
the Lazy with the Profits-of the Induſtrious, 
this is the very Cauſe of our Complaint, theſe 
our Misfortunes, that we are miſled and de- 
ceived in theſe Points by deſigning Men. All 
true Chriſtians muſt acknowledge what I have 
advanced, and are much to be commended 
where they have baniſhed theſe Impoſitions, 
only retaining thoſe things which aſſiſt us in 
leading a good moral Life; for we cannot be 
ſaid to live well, when we obſerve many vain 
Ceremonies, but only when we live like ra- 
tional Creatures. But it may be faid, that 
the Law of Moſes or the Goſpel do contain 
a more noble and perfect Syſtem of Duty, 
than we are taught by the Light of Nature; 
one Inſtance is, that Precept which enjoyns us 
to love our Enemies; to which I anſwer, 
that if we once deviate from the Light of 
Nature, and think to ſubſtitute ſomething more 
perfect in its Place, Diſcord and Diſputes im- 
mediately enſue. For what fignifies lay ing Com- 
: mands 
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mands on me, which I have not in my Power 
to obey ?. for if it is naturally impoſſible. for 
me to love my Enemy, what effect can ſuch 
a Law produce, but diſſatisfaftion and uneaſi- 
neſs of Mind? But if it appears not to be 
impoſſible to do good to Enemies (which we 
may, and not love them, for Man is naturally 
prone to Humanity and Compaſſion,) we Cal» - 
not from hence .deny, but in this Senſe the 
Law of Nature is abſolutely perfect. 
Now let us conſider the Inconveniences that 
ariſe from deviating. very far from the Law 
of Nature. We before aſſerted, that there is 
a natural Affection between Parents and. Chil- 
dren, between Brothers and Friends: Now any 
politive Law, let Mc/es or who will be the 
Author of it, which commands a Father. to 
kill or betray his Son, a Brother his Brother, 
the Wife her Huſband, or one Friend another, 
for the Sake of Religion, does entirely diſſolve. 
and break that univerſal Tie, and enjoins Men 
that, which, if they do perform, will render 
them notorious Offenders againſt the Law of 
Nature, which abhors ſuch Practices, But why 
need I inſtance in- theſe Crimes, when Men 
have abandoned themſelves to ſuch a Degreęe of 
Infatuation, as to ſacrifice their own Children 
by way of burnt offering, to thoſe Idols which 
they ignorantly worſhipped, ſo void were they 
of all humanity and natural Affection. How 
-much happier would it have been, if Men 
had kept within w_ Bounds which. Na- 


ture had ſet, and no Seen themſelves u up 
” ad ſuc 
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ſuch abominable Inventions | Why need I men- 
tion the Horrors and Anxieties, with which 
ſome ſuperſtitions Men have filled the Minds 
of their fellow Creatures, and which had they 
obſerved only the Dictates of Nature, they 
would have been entirely free from. How many 
live in the State of Deſpair? How many die 
Martyrs to various Opinions, that have been in- 
ſtilled into them by others? How many de- 
vote themſelves to a miſerable Life, tormenting 
their Bodies, giving up themſelves to Solitude 
and Sadneſs, perpetually diſquieting their Minds 
with diſmal Apprehenſions, and making them- 
ſelves wretched here, for fear of being fo here- 
after? To theſe and innumerable other Evils, 
does falſe Religion, invented by weak and 
wicked Men, ſubject us poor Mortals. I ſpeak 
by woeful Experience, for I am one, of the 
Deluded, who have been fatally deceived by 
ſuch Impoſtors, and ruined by Credulity. But 
it is ſaid again, if there be no other Law than 
that of Nature, and if Men have not a firm 
Belief of a future State, and are not aw'd by 
the Dread of eternal Puniſhment, what will 
be ſufficient to reſtrain them from doing Evil 
continually? Theſe are Inventions of your 
own, (which mere is too much Reaſon to ap- 
prehend) are with a view to your own Advan- 
tage, at leaſt with the ſame Deſign, that Peo- 
ple tell Stories to Children of Spirits and ſuch 
like, to frighten them into a compliance with 
their Wills, and to keep them in awe, Theſe 


Stratagems have the delired effect, whilſt they 
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continue Children, but, when they come to 
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the: Uſe of - their Nane they laugh at the 
Cheat, and no longer ſtand in fear of ſuch 
Tales: Juſt ſo ridiculous are your Frauds, 


and only fit to impoſe upon Children and 


Fools, whereas they who ſee into them, deride 


both the Cheats and the Authors, I will not 


here examine the Lawfulneſs of ſuch Frauds, 


ſeeing you who are the Contrivers of them 
do allow in your own Law, that evil is not 
to be done that good may come of it; unleſs. 


ou think it no evil, to invent Lies to the pre- 


judice of others in their moſt important Con- 


cerns, and to frighten weak People out of 


their Senkes : : Whereas, had you the leaſt ſpark 


of true Religion or Awe, in yourſelves, you 


muſt be under the greateſt Dread of future 


Puniſhment, for having introduced ſo much 


miſchief into the World; for having excited 


ſo much Diſcord and Diviſion among Men, 
and for all your impious and execrable Doc- 
trines, whereby you are the Occaſion: of ſet· 
ting Parents and Children againſt each other. 


Give me leave here to propoſe the follow- 


ing Queſtion: If theſe groundleſs fears which 
you inſtill into the Minds of Men, are con- 


trived on purpoſe to reſtrain that natural Ma- 


lignity which is inherent in them, and to 


keep within the Bounds of their Duty, thoſe 
who would otherwiſe lead immoral Lives; 


muſt not you at the fame Time reflect that 
yourſelves are Men of like Paſſions with them, 


naturally averſe to what is good, prone to 
| evil, 


1 / 2 


evil, injurious, without Compaſſion or Mercy? 


But J ſee every one of you filled with Rage 


at ſo inſolent a Queſtion, and juſtifying his 
own Conduct: What, are we not all pious, 
and merciful, and ſtrict Adherers to Truth 
and ' Juſtice? I anſwer, what you thus boaſt- 
ingly ſay of yourſelves is notoriouſly falſe; your 
Accuſation of all other Men is ſcandalouſly 
unjuſt, (whoſe natural Propenſity to evil, 


you pretend to correct with your fictitious 
Terrors.) Impiouſly you reflect on the*Majeſty 


and Goodneſs of God, whom you repreſent 
as a Tyrant and cruel ' Deſtroyer ; and caſt a 
ſevere Reproach on human Nature, in ſup- 
poſing it to be ſubjected to ſo deplorable and 
wretched a Fate, as if the common Calami- 
ties of Life that happen to Man, were not 
ſufficient for his Portion of Miſery. But 
granting the natural Corruption of Man is very 
great, which I readily allow, (yourſelves being 
a ſufficient Proof of it; for otherwiſe you could 
not be capable of ſuch ſcandalous Forgeries;) 
yet, upon this Suppoſition, you ought to look 
out for a more effectual Remedy, that may 
be ſufficient to expell this general Diſorder 
without introducing a worſe in its Place: And 
to lay aſide thoſe Impoſitions, which are on- 
ly fit to frighten Children and ſimple Folk; 


but if the Diſorder is incurable, then ceaſe 


your vain deluſive Pretences, and no longer, 
like impudent Quacks, promiſe Men that 
Health which you are not able to give them; 
but be content with eftabliſhing among your- 

NV | ſelves 
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ſelves juſt and reaſonable Laws, providing Re- 
wards for the Good, and ſuitable Puniſhments 


for the Bad; defending the Cauſe of the In- 


jured againſt the Violence of the Oppreſſor, 
that there be no complaining that Juſtice is 
not executed in the Earth, and that there is 
none to deliver the Weak out of the Hand of 


the Strong. In a Word, if Men would fol- 


low the Dictates of right Reaſon, and live ac- 


cording to the Laws which Nature dictates to 


them, they would all mutually love and com- 
paſſionate one another ; every one would then 
contribute his utmoſt to the Relief of his 
Neighbour under any Affliction, or at leaſt, no 


Man would injure anather, for that would be 


acting contrary to human Nature. Indeed 


many of the Evils that happen in Life do 


ariſe from hence, that Men have invented 
Laws directly repugnant to thoſe of Nature; 
and thereby give occaſion for one Man to in- 


: jure and perſecute another. On the 'other 


2 many deceitfully circumvent the Un- 
by their extraordinary Pretences to Piety, 


— 40 Religion as a Cloak to make a Prey 
of ſuch as are ſuperſtitiouſly inclined : Theſe 


may aptly be compared to a Thief in the 
Night, who treacherouſly attacks us when we 
are off our Guard, and do not ſuſpect any 
Danger : Yet theſe are the Men who are con- 
tinually vaunting, I am a Few, or 1 — a 


. Chriſtian, doubt not my Integrity? Rely u 
me, I will not deceive you. Infamous wy 


ches! He who Prey to be. neither of theſe 


and 


and only calls himſelf a Man, is far + proferabll 
to you; for if you will not believe him, you 
may ſtand upon your Guard: But who can 
defend himſelf againſt you, Hypocrites, who, 
under the Maſk of Sanctity, like the Thief 
before mentioned, come in by Stealth and mur- 
der us in our Sleep, „ N 24 

There is one thing beyond many others 
that J wonder at, and very ſarpriging it is; 
how the Phariſees, living in a Chriſtian Coun. 
try, come to enjoy ſo much Liberty, as to ju- 
dicial Power and Authority! For I may ſafely 
affirm, that if Jeſus of Nazareth, whom the 
Chriſtians worſhip, was to-preach at this very 
time at Amſterdam, and it pleaſed the Pha- 
riſes to ſcourge him (as their Forefathers did) 
for oppoſing and condemning their Traditions, 
and Hypocriſy, they might do it with Free- 
dom and Impunity. This is certainly juſt 
Matter of Reproach, and what ought not to 
be tolerated in a free City, which profeſſes to 
protect Men in the peaceable Enjoyment of 
their Liberty, and yet does not ſkreen them 
from the Inſolence and injurious Treatment of 
the Phariſees; and therefore, where a Man 
cannot be allowed an Advocate to defend his 
Cauſe, or a Judge to puniſh the Injuries done 
him, it is not to be wondered at, if he takes 
all Opportunities to defend and revenge him- 
ſelf, 
I have here given the true Hiſtory of my 
Life, having fairly laid before you the Part 


and Character I acted. on the vain Stage of 
G 2 — 


44 Urizt AcosTa's Account, &c. 
this World, during the Courſe of a moſt. 
variable and zunſettled Life, Now, Readers, 
judge impartially, and deliver your Opinion on 
what I have written, like brave and ho- 
neſt Men, with Freedom and Truth; and if 
there is any Thing in my Story which moves 
your Compaſſion, let it teach you to pity me, 
and to lament the miſerable Condition of Man- 
4 kind, in which yourſelves are equal Sharers. 
i - - That it may be known who was the Author 
i of this, let me obſerve, that, whilſt I lived i in 
Portugal a Chriſtian, I was called Gabriel 
Acoſta ; but when I came over to the Fews, 
(which I wiſh I never had done) my Name, 
Vith a little Variation, was chang'd into Uriel. 
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Op hrerioxs ind all revealed Re- 
gion. By PHILIP A | LiMBORCH. | "T 


H E fore oing Piece conſiſts of two 
Parts. fn the former the Author 
gives us a tragical Account of his 
> own Life, which it is beſide our 
Papel to ſay any Thing of: The other con- 
tains a bitter Invective againſt the Jews, of 
whoſe injurious and cruel e he griev- 
ouſly complains; and therein interſperſes ſome 
Objections againſt all revealed Religion, odi- 
ouſly repreſenting every thing that is acknow- 
ledged as ſuch, to be mere Forgery and Fraud; 
and likewiſe takes Occaſion from hence directly 
to throw ſome of his Malignity againſt the Chia 
lian Religion in particular. His private Quarrel 
with the Zews, does no Way concern us; there- 
fore I ſhall not enquire into the Validity of 


their Excommunication of him, nor whether 
| he 


46 Lunzonck 8 e IM 
he de ſervedly incurred that Sentence ; much 


leſs whether their Scourging him in the Syna« 
gogue, as related, was a juſt and lawful. Pro- 


ceeding. I will only. obſerve by the Way, that 
he undeſervedly reproaches the Magiſtracy of 


Amſterdam, for not protecting People againſt 


the Injuries of the Phariſees; nor is his own 


Example any Proof of the Truth of ſuch an 
Accuſation; for, without ever applying to the 
Magiſtrate for Protection, he voluntarily gave 


himſelf up into the Hands of his moſt invete- 
rate Enemies, the eus, and ſubmitted to 


whatever Sentence they ſhould pleaſe to pats 
upon him, which, indeed, he could not rea- 
ſonably expect would be a very mild one; and 
therefore there is not the leaſt F oundation i in 
Juſtice for his charging his Sufferings on, the 


Neglect or Treachery of the Magiſtrate, which 


of his own Accord he underwent without 
making them known, or applying to the Ma- 
giſtrate for his Protection; which if he had 
done, he would have found in him a ſure Re- 


fuge from the Violence of the Jews: But it is 


very wicked in him to charge that on the Ma- 
giſtrate as a Crime, which was occaſioned en- 
tirely by his own Impiety, Folly and Neglect: 

Beſides, he is a moſt wicked Slanderer for ſay- 
ing (on Purpoſe to caſt an Odium on the Ma- 
giſtrates of Amſterdam) the following Words: 


1 may ſafely affirm, that, if Jeſus of Naza- 


reth, whom the Chriſtians fo much reverence, 


was to preach now at Amſterdam, and the Pha- 


riſees bad @ mind to ſeourge him again, for. his 


accufing 


9 9 8 "wer nn,, 
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accufing them of "Hypocriſy, and oppoſing their 
Traditions, they. might freely do it, 

There cannot be a more ſcandalous n 
againſt that Venerable Body, who are known 
Defenders of the Honour of Chriſt; and tho 
they grant the Fews a free Toleration in their 
City, yet all know that they are not allowed 
to exerciſe any Juriſdiction, or judicial Autho- 
rity, much leſs any Power in Criminal Cauſes; 
ſo far is it from being true, that they would 
permit any ſuch Proceedings againſt Chr? our 
Saviour, Fie upon ſuch infamous Calumnies! 

All that I ſhall take under Conſideration in 
this Place 1s, what he has advanced (towards 
the End of his Tra) to the Diſparagement 
of the Chriſtian Religion: The Sum of which 
is this, © That the Law of Nature is the common 
cc Ruleof Action to all Men, and is innate to the 
« human Mind; and by this Men are united to- 
ce gether in mutual Love; that if we deviate 
« from this Law, or add any Thing to it, Diſ- 
« cord and Diſſenſion muſt immediately enſue; 
te that it is this Law which delivers all the Pre- 
« cepts neceſſary to a good and happy Life; and 
« that whatever is ſaid to be added to it by Re- 


4 velation, 1 is either contained in the Law * Na- 


ce ture, or is impracticable by us: To which he 
adds (as the Concluſion) a Catalogue of ſundry 
Evils, which, he ſays, muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low a Departure from this Law. Each of 
theſe Objections ſhall be diſtinctly confidered. 

It is ſo far true, that the Law of Nature is 
a common Rule. of Action to all Men, and 

2 impreſſed 
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48 Limnorcn's Confutation 


| firſt Principles of that Law are diſcoverable by 


impreſſed upon therr Minds, foraſinuch” as the 


their own Light, and deducible from Reaſon: 
But his Inference from this Poſition is inti 


| falſe, viz, That whatever is ſuperadded to 


that Law, muſt neceſſarily produce Diſcord 
and Diſſenſion for theſe Additions are eithet 
contrary to the Law of Natufe, or perfective 
of it, 1. e. they are ſuch Truths as were not 
diſcoverable by the Light of Nature, but being 
made known by Revelation, appear to be high- 
ly agreeable to it, and tend to carry it to a 
greater Degree of Perfection. Of the firſt Sort 
there can be no revealed Truths; for God, 
who is the Author of Nature, cannot contra» 
dict himſelf, which would be the Caſe, was 


he to command any Thing by Revelation. 


_ the Law of Nature forbids, or prohibit 

any Thing which it enjoins: Nor can any 
Thing of this Kind be juſtly charged upon 
revealed Religion, Of a latter Sort are all 
the Duties and Propoſitions of revealed Reli- 
gion; for tho' they are ſuch as the Law of 
Nature does not of itſelf point out to us, yet 
it no where condemns or oppoſes them, but 


confirms and approves them, as exactly agret- 
able to its Principles and Dictates. 


I ſhall illuſtrate what has been faid, by the 


very Example which Acoſta brings from the 
Precept of loving our Enemies. The Law of 


Nature does not enjoin us to love an Enemy, 


or declare it unlawful to return his Hatred, 
or to revenge an Injury ; 3 but rather ſeems to 


allow 


4 
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allow a Kind of Right in Vengeance, and to 
return like for like, b doing to others as they 
have done by us. This appears not to be re- 
pugnant to Juſtice; nor can Acofia.deny this, 
who full of Indignation and Revenge, cries 
out, that it is /awful to return the Wicked 
his. Tmpiety, the Proud his Stubborneſs and 
Obſtinacy; and only laments - his Want bf 
Power to revenge himſelf: By which he ſhews 
it to be his Belief, that the Law of Nature 
not only permits us to hate our Enemies, 
and to take a proportionable Revenge of thoſe 
that have grievouſly injur d us, but in ſome 
Caſes even requires it of us. And at the End 
of his Tract he juſtifies this Kind of Beha- 


viour in the following Words, When any 


« Perſon is deſtitute of a Protector, it is not 
« to be wonder'd at, if he enden dburg to de- 
« fend himſelf, and to return the Injuries be 


has received. 


But here he 1 is 1 a manifeſt Errors for 


the Law of. Nature is ſo far from condemn- 
ing thoſe. who refrain from reveuging the In- 

juries done them, that it nowhere diſapproves 

of their Conduct who recompence Evil with 
Good, and even pray for their Perſecutors; 


but, on the other Hand, applauds thoſe who 
do ſo; as ſn of a truly n and 


great Mind. 


To this Acgſla rep plies; cc What doth it fig- 
« nify, if I am —— to do what I can- 


not PO n no Good can ariſe 


ce from 
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from thence; on the contrary, an Uneaſineis 
of Mind at being obliged to love an Euer 
% my, which, in the Nature of it, is im 
« fible: But if it be poſſible by the Inftin& of | 
« Nature to do Good to an Enemy, (which 
t may be without any. Love) — gene- 
e rally ſpeaking, Man is prone to Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion, then we cannot deny but 
.« this Perfection is in the Law of Nature.“ 
The Force of this Argument lies here; 

e Things are ſaid to be added to the 
Law of Nature by Revelation, are either im- 
poſſible to be obſerved, or. not; if they are 
impoſſible to be obſerved, in vain are they 
impoſed on us; if they are poſſible, then 
they are comprehended in the Law of Na- 
ture. A very little Attention will diſcover 
the Abſurdity of this Reaſoning. To do Good 
to our Enemies is not a Thing prohibited by 
the Law of Nature, ſeeing it approves of 
ſuch an Act as a noble and generous. Vir- 
tue; but it does not, as we have obſerved be- 
fore, bind this upon us as a Duty, nor con- 
demn a contrary. Behaviour; for whatever falls 
ſhort of the Perfection of Virtue, does not 
therefore commence a Vice, and N to be 
cenſured as criminal. 93 no nd 
But here the Chrifian Religion. is more per- 
fect than the Law of Nature, ſeeing it takes 
away that Defect which the other allows of, 
. and forbids it under a ſevere Penalty, as contrary 
to the Rule of Ms 35 and what the larter 
F admits 
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admits to be a Virtue but does not inſiſt on as 
a neceſſary Duty, the former enjoins to be 
obſerved by all Men; and makes the Neglect of 
it to be a very great Sin; ſo that under the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, it is not only unlaw- 
ful to revenge Injuries, but an indiſpenſable 
Duty to do good to our Enemies, to love 
them, and to pray for them. Thus we ſee, 
that tho' it is by Nature pofſible to do Good to 
our Enemies, yet that Cbriſtianity which en- 
oins this Beneficence, contains ſomething 
more perfect than is to be found in the Law 
of Nature; nor can Acoſta, with any Colour 
of Reaſon, object to Religion for going be- 
yond the Law of Nature, in commanding that 
as a neceſſary Duty, which the latter has not 
done: For ſince the Law of Nature great- 
ly approves what we are ſpeaking of, as a tru- 
ly noble and generous Act, it is evident this 
Precept of our Religion doth tend to the 
greater Perfection of Man, and thereby ad- 
vances the Law of Nature to a higher Degree 
of Excellence; for every Man who profeſſes 
Cbriſtianity, and expects to obtain the Rewards 
it promiſes, muſt obſerve this Precept. 
But Acoſta ſeems td think that theſe 
Things are naturally impoſſible to be obſerved 
by Man, at leaſt the Love of. our Enemies; 
for he adds, that we may do Good to our 
Enemies without loving them: From which 
we may conclude, that the Law of Nature 
does not command us to love our Enemies, 
and W that the Religion which does 
H * command 
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52, LIAuBORCH's Confutation 
command this, is more perfect than the other. 
And this is the — Religion, which not 
only commands us to love our Enemies, but 
| alſo: requires that our Love of them be ſin- 
IB cere, and that in the good Offices we do them, 
ve have Regard chiefly to the Good of their 
| Souls. This is a clear Argument of the ſuperior 
Perfection of Chriſtianity, which thus com- 
| mands us to prefer the Salvation of our in- 
3 veterate Enemy to any nen of Self 
. Love or Intereſt. 125 
But Acaſta asks, To awhar, End or Proteſt 
am I commanded to do Impoſſibilities? I an- 
ſwer, What ſeems not poſſible by the Law of 
Nature, yet becomes ſo by —— of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. I can indeed eaſily believe that 
this ſeemed impoſſible to Acoſta, who, burn- 
ing with Reſentment on Arcount of the injuri- 
ous Treatment he had met with from the Jews, 
and disbelieving a future Eſtate of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, plac'd all his Happineſs in 
the Accompliſhment of his Revenge. But we 
muſt not conclude, that what appears impoſſible 
to ſuch a Man as this, muſt ſeem ſo to a Chri- 
ſian, ſupported by the Hopes of eternal Happi- 
neſs, ſeeing that the latter is fully perſwaded 
this will be the ſure Reward of thoſe who 
love their Enemies, and that to thoſe who act 
contrary, nothing remains but a certain fearful 
looking for of Judgment; therefore vrhat before 
ſeemed impoſſible by the Light of Nature as to 
loving our Enemies, now appears highly a 


able to it, _ we conſider, that by checking 
| this 


ef Aco e 7 5 3 
this — Propenſity to Hatred and Revenge,” 
we give a Proof of our Obedience to God, and 


by ſuch an Act of Self-denial become intit- 
led to his Favour, and the Reward of eter- 


nal Life *, - Whatever Sweetneſs there may 
be in Revenge, it is not to be compared with 
the greatneſs of our Reward; which does more 
than make Amends for any Difficulties that 
may attend the forgiving of Injuries. Beſides, 
it is intirely agteeable to the Law of Nature 
and right 59% wy that of two Advantages 
we ſhould chuſe the greater; and tho the leſs | 
may have jits Charms, yet we can .cafily pre- 
vail with ourſelves eaſily to forego it, when 
it ſtands in Competition with a greater, eſpe- 
cially if the Difference between them be con- 
ſiderable: But no greater Difference can be, 
than betwixt a tranſient, momentary Happi- 
neſs, and that which 1s ſolid and eternal. The 


Law of Nature does not permit us to prefer 


a leſſer to a greater Good, nor does it alter 
the Caſe tho the leſſer be preſent, and the 
greater at a Diſtance; for tho' we are af- 
fected more ſtrongly with Objects that are pre- 
ſent, than thoſe which are remote and future, 
yet Faith, which is the Subſtance of Things 
hoped for, repreſents Things future to the 
View of our Minds as tho' they were preſent, 
and can eafily remove our Prejudice, and by 
making us thoroughly (perſuaded, that thoſe 


* To this Argument we may add, that our very Enemies do 
in ſome Meaſure naturally become the Odjects of our Love, 
when we conſider them as inſtrumental (tho undeſignedly) in 
FRY or enlarging our _ Happineſs. | 
Things 


( 


a 
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Things which are now at a great Diſtance will 
moſt certainly one Time or other be preſent 
to us; by ſuch a Repreſentation, it gives them 
the ſame Weight with us us if they were 
really preſent. Let us ſuppoſe that ſome 
Prince had promiſed Acta ' a Deliverance 
from all his Troubles, a Protection againſt his 
Perſecutors, and to place him in the Affluence 
of all the Enjoyments this World can afford, 
upon Condition that he would lay his 
Hatred and Revenge againſt his Enemies, and 
a d would love them, and do all the good 
_ *.-rices to them in his Power; but if he har. 
„ ned any Reſentment or Malice againſt 
1:50, ſhould threaten him with' the ſevereſt 
Jar ments, which ſhould end only by a lingering 
and painful Death: Suppoſing this to be the 
Caſe, would not the Dread of fo ſevere a Pu- 
niſhment, and the Proſpect of ſo happy a Con- 
dition have reconciled him to love his Ene- 
mies, however difficult a Task this might 
feem to him, whilſt uninfluenced by any Hope 
of Reward, or Fear of Puniſnment. I can 
eaſily believe, that however his Mind might 
be. inflamed with Anger and Revenge, ſuch 
Motives as theſe would get the Victory over 
thoſe Paſſions : Now it is expreſly declared in 
the Chriſtian Religion, that thoſe who do 
Good to their Enemies ſhall obtain eternal 
Happineſs, to which no temporal Pleafure can 

* The Evidence we have from Reaſon, if we conſider it at- 
tentively, is at leaſt equal to that we receive from our Senſes, 
which are as capable of being deceived in judging of Things 
preſent to them, as Reaſon can be in Things paſt or future. 


poſhbly 


and the Im 


Chriſt (who was the firſt Preacher o 
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"Mp be epa, but thoſe who hate and 


perſecute them, ſhall be tormented to ſuch a 
Degree, as no Puniſhment in this World can 
equal. Ho then does the Law of Nature 
condemn and judge impoſſible a Precept, which 
tends to the higheſt Perfection of human Na- 
ture, and has alſo the Sanction of the eateſt 
Rewards and Puniſnments to enforce 1 
But to this Hogſta ſays, T. beſe are all Frauds 
tions o, defgni ning Men; and he 
is ſo far from allowing any future State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments;” that he afſerts Death 


puts an entire End to our Being. It is be- 


yond the Deſign of this fmall Tract to enter 
upon a Series of Arguments on the Subject 
of Revelation; I only therefore aſſert, that al- 
lowing the Truth of the Goſpel Hiſtory, 
(which in my Conference with Orobius the 
Few I have ſufficiently proved and defended 
againſt all his Objections) we have the moſt 


convincing Arguments for” the certainty of a 


future State! of Rewards and Puniſhments; 
for we have not only therein the expreſs Pro- 
miſe of another Life, but God raiſed up Fete 

this 
Doctrine) the third Day from the Dead? in 


Confirmation of this Promiſe; ſhewed®him 


frequently to his Diſciples after he was riſen 
and after he had converſed with them for the 
Space of forty Days, did in the Sight of the 
twelve Apoſtles, receive him up inte Hea- 
ven. God W indeed ter his Sovereign 

or Authority 


. 
me. . — A. 
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Authority, have commanded us to believe that 
we ſhall riſe again from the Dead to Life eter- 
nal; but in Compaſſion to the Weakneſs of our 
Underſtanding, and knowing how difficult it 
is for a Man to believe that after he is dead 
and turned into Duſt, he ſhall riſe again with 
the ſame Body to live for ever, he has conde- 
ſcended to give us an Example of it in his 
Son Chrift. Fefus, and by this moſt certain 
Pledge, to confirm and ſtrengthen our Belief, 
that looking unto ] eſus, the Autbor and Fini- 
fher , our Faith, we may be as fully per- 
ſuaded that we ſhall riſe again, as welfare that 
he is already riſen: And ſo much the mote, 28 
our Saviour himſelf, when he was required by 
the Jews to give a Signal of his Divine Miſ- 
ſion, did more than once appeal to his Re- 
ſurrection the third Day, as à clear and unde- 
niable Proof of it; and ſince the Event did 
exactly verify his Prediction, and prove his 
Divine Miſſion, what Pretence can remain, 
even to Infidelity itſelf, to doubt the Certainty 
of his Promiſe? Can any one believe that the 
God of Truth, who. tenderly loveth all Man- 
kind, would by a miraculous Act of his Power 
* Credit and Authority to an ImapaBier? 
ho can entertain ſo impious à Thought of 
the Divine Purity and Holineſs? For "what 
would this be but to make Error unavoidable, 
and to induce all fincere Lovers of Truth to 
believe a Falſhood, when they ſaw the Author 
of that Fraud: honoured by he Supreme Being 


with ſuch inconteſtable Credentials ? —_— it 
__ xrom 
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from-any Man who-is in his Senſes, to ſuſpect 
ſuch a Thing of Divine Goodneſs. Thus we 
ſee, that there cannot be the leaſt Pretence to 
doubt of Rewards and Puniſhments:after this 
Life, unleſs we diſpute the Truth of the 
whole Goſpel Hiſtory, which, I think, has 


been eftaliſhed by ſuch ſolid Proofs, as will 


abundantly convince n nn d Per- 


Acoſta —— in the next Place, to in- 
validate an Argument brought to ſupport the 


Belief of future Rewards and Puniſhments, 
which he ſtates thus: F Zhere. be. only. the 


Law of Nature for Men to walk by, and they 


are not kept. in Awe: by. the Belief of 'a future 


State of Puniſbment, what can reſirain them 


within: the Bounds of this Duty? As he has 


ſtated this Argument very unfairly, I think 
myſelf obliged to give its full Force, by ſetting 
it in a true Light, vig. So great is the De- 
pravity of human Nature, ſo ſtrong the Biaſs 
of its Paſſions, that the Law of Nature, or 


human Reaſon, is not of itſelf ſufficient to re- 


ſtrain it; the Supreme Being therefore has 
pleaſed, in order to prevent the Overflowing 
of Ungodlineſs, to check us by his Paternal 


Care, and not only to reſtore the Law of Na- 


ture, which by the Degenetacy of Mankind 


was very much defac'd, but alſo to advance it 
to the higheſt Degree of Perfection, and to 


excite our Obedience to it, by the Promiſe of 


eternal Happineſs, and the Dread of eternal 
* Now .it. does not follow from this 


1 Argument, 
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Argument, that if there be no State of Retri. 
| bution after this Life, there can be nothing 
which may keep Men from perpetually doing 
Evil; for we know that in many Caſes the 
Fear of the Magiſtrate will be a Check upon 
evil Doers, and deter Men from the Commiſ- 
fion of publick Crimes; and alſo that the Law 
of Nature has provided a Curb for many ir- 
regular Appetites: But what we infer is, that 
theſe Reſtraints are not always ſufficient to 
keep the Paſſions within Bounds, : eſpecially 
when they are powerfully ated upon by a- 
greeable Objects, and thereby fall Victims 
to their preſent Delight: For we are all by 
Nature deſirous of Pleaſure, and abhor Pain: 
Reaſon does conſtantly dictate, that we ſhould 
ever practice what is good, and refrain from 

every Thing that is evil; from hence it hap- 
| Pens that when a good Action is attended with 
Pain, or a baſe one with preſent Pleaſure, 
there ariſes a Struggle betwixt Reaſon and 
Paſſion, the former preferring what is vir- 
tuous to what is delightful, whilſt the latter, 
regardleſs of Conſequences, diſſuades us from 
every Action which is link d with preſent 
Pain. But as the Pleaſure or Pain which ac- 
companies the Objects of Senſe are preſent, 
and make quicker Impreſſions upon us than 
the Reflections of Reaſon; and as the Pleaſure 
which attends upon virtuous Actions, and the 
Pain which follows thoſe of a con trary Na- 
ture, are at a Diſtance from us, and are never 
conſidered by a n many: The former, oh 
| | 2 cauſe 
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cauſe * are generally preferred to the 
latter. By this Means our Paſſions too often 
overcome our Reaſon in the Conteſt, eſpecially 
when they are ſenſibly affected by preſent _ 
ſure or preſent Pain. 

As the Law of Nature therefore is inſuff⸗ 
cient of itſelf to ſtop the Growth of Evil, and 
to reſtrain the Paſſions of Mankind, God has 
been pleaſed to ſtrengthen it with the Addition 
of Revelation, which by more powerful Mo- 
tives, viz, the Promiſe of eternal Happineſs, 
and the Threatning of future Miſery, might 

check the Impetuoſity of human Nature, and 
prevail with Men to prefer their Duty to ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures: And this is ſo far from being 
repugnant to right Reaſon, that herein Reve- 
lation ſerves as a powerful Motive to thoſe 
Things which Reaſon dictates and ee 
of. 
But Acoſta has ende this Argument 
as a Deceit contriv'd by deſigning Men, ' who 
endeavour to excuſe the Fraud, by pretend- 
ing the Neceſſity of it, as if otherwiſe there 
Vas no Tie ſtrong enough to keep Men with- 
in their Duty: By this Means he has per- 
verted an Argument, which not only affords 
Support to the Truth of Religion in general, 
but alſo vindicates it from that particular Ob- 
jection, vis. That it contains nothing per- 
fecter than the Law of Nature; and in- 
ſtead of ſo good an Argument, ſubſtitutes a 
ridiculous. Piece of Cunning, which he makes 
no better than a Pretence for an Impoſture. 


F# 7 And 


ought to have ſhewn, that the Goſpel Account 
of future Rewards and Puniſhments, was no- 
thing but the Invention of crafty Men. But 


thoſe Sins and Iniquities which Men obſtinate- 
Acoſta himſelf allows, and ſtrongly urges the 


that the Jews, whom he reproves for their 


according to their reſpective Degrees; and if 


— 


Men for n Wickedneſs, is irrational, 


and as the contrary is evidently;demonſtrated, 
and not worthy of any further Notice. 


| the Detty as a cruel, unmerciful Puniſher of 
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And therefore all the Outcry he makes about 


the F olly and Iniquity of ſuch a fraudulent 
Scheme, is intirely beſide the Purpoſe; for he 


as he has not done this; as no Man can do it; 
all he has ſaid is foreign to the Queſtion, 
What he adds concerning our — 
Men, is not only weak, but impious. That 
ly perſiſt in deſerve Puniſhment, , is what 
Truth of his Propoſition, being highly offended 


Crimes, ſhould eſcape with Impunity, It is 
therefore (by his own Confeſſion) an Act of 
Juſtice to puniſh Vice, and reward Virtue, 


ſo, he cannot deny the abſolute Right of ſuch 
an Adminiſtration to belong to the Supreme 
Being. 'The Argument. runs thus: What 
Reaſon demonſtrates to be agreeable to Divine 
Juſtice, cannot be called an Act of Cruelty ; 
but Reaſon demonſtrates it to be agreeable to 
Divine Juſtice, that good Men .ſhould be re- 
warded, and bad Men puniſhed; therefore to 
call God a cruel and unmerciful Puniſher of 


impious 


des cara 0 
impious and; blaſphemous; eſpecially when 
we are aſſured from his Attributes, that he 
will proportion the; Puniſhment: to the Na- 
ture and Degree of the Crime. The ſame 
Argument which eſtabliſhes God's Right of 
Puniſhing, does alſo prove a State of future 
Rewards and Puniſhments; For as we often- 
times not only ſee Piety unrewarded, and 
Vice unpuniſhed here, but even good Men 
ſuffering by the Tyranny of the Wicked, 
whilſt the latter enjoy Power, Proſperity, and 
an Afﬀuence of the good Things of this 
World; the Nature of the Divine Juſtice re- 
quires, that there be a State after this wherein 
good Men may be rewarded, and bad Men 
puniſhed, that both may receive the proper 
Recompence of their Works. This is evi- 
dently- agreeable to the Law of Nature or 
right Reaſon. 

But Acoſta argues thus: \« Any poſitive 
« Law, whether of Moſes, or any other, diſ- 
« ſolves the Tie of natural Affection which is 
« between Parents and Children, and other 
« Relations, when it commands a Father, 
« Brother, Wife, Son, or Friend to betray, 

or kill each other on Account of Religion: 

* For ſuch. a Law orders that, which is be- 

* yond the Power of Men to obey; or if they 
% do obey, it is doing what is contrary to Na- 

ture; we * ſuch 3 z 


. From hence we may & > Mr, Linborh was og the 
_ abſolute Eternity of Hell Torments, 
I fre 


enjoins it as a Duty upon us, without which 


Morals are fo directly contrary to the Spirit 
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J fee nothing in this that can be any Ob. 
jection to the Chriſtian Religion; ſeeing it 
every where recommends Love and Benevo- 
lence towards all Men, even our Enemies, nay 


we cannot be Chriſt's Diſciples, or hope for 
the Favour of God, Our Religion encoura- 
ges. and exhorts its Followers, to bear with 
Patience the worſt that the Rage or Malice of 


wicked Men and Unbelievers can inflict; and 


is ſo far from permitting us to uſe .Violence 
againſt thoſe that differ from us in Belief, that 
it commands us to pray for our very Perſe- 
cutors ; it enjoins us indeed to propagate Re- 
ligion with rational Arguments, Meeknefs, 


Long - ſuffering and Kindneſs; but no where 
permits us to make Converts by Fire and 


Sword. But if here he alludes to thoſe cruel 
and bloody Laws, which are uſed in Spain and 


Portugal againſt the Jeus, and all other 


Diſſentients from the Church of Rome; as 
theſe are diametrically oppoſite to the Laws of 
the Goſpel, inſtead of inferring from thence 
that Chriſtianity is falſe, or repugnant to the 
Law of Nature, he ought to have prov'd the 


Unwarrantableneſs of - thoſe Laws from the 


Goſpel, to have convicted thoſe that made and 
execute them, of a Breach of- the Divine Com- 
mand, and of the Chriſtian Law of Charity, 
and to have ſhewn that they are unworthy 'of 
the Name of Chriſtians, whoſe Behaviour and 


of 
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of that Religion they profeſs, - Therefore this 
— 4 is of no Force or Weight againſt the 
Gol 
| But Acoſta ſeems here to point rather at that 
Precept of the Law of Moſes in Deut. xiii. 6, 
Sc. where God gives the following Com- 
mand : If thy Brother, the Son of thy Mo- 
ther, or thy Son, or thy Daughter, or the Wife 
of thy Boſom, or thy Friend which is as thine 
own Soul, entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, Let us 
go and ſerve other Gods (which thou haſt not 
known, thou nor thy Fathers, thou fhalt not 
conſent unto him, nor hearken unto him, nei- 
ther ſhall thine Eye pity him, neither ſhalt 
thou ſpare, neither ſhalt” bo conceal him; 
but thou fhalt ſurely kill him; thine Hand 
ſhall be firſt upon him to put bim to Death, 
and afterwards the Hand of all the People; 
and thou ſhalt ſtone him with Stones that be 
die; hecanſe he bath fought to tbruſt thee 
away from the Lord thy God, which brought 
this. out of the Land of Egypt, from the 
Houſe of Bondage, But in Order to ſhew 
that this Law doth not ſubvert the Law of 
Nature, -we muſt conſider it in all its Circum- 
ſtances: Firſt, As it was'a Law only to the 
Iſraelites. 'Secondly, As the Puniſhment there- 
in denounced reſpected only that particular 
People; for God does not command, that a 
| Heathen who endeavoured to ſeduce an I/ 
raelite to Idolatry ſhould be put to Death, but 
only if a OA or any one among the 


1 
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hy 


of the ſame Nation. Thirdly, The Circum- 


| Tfaac and Jacob, out of which the Saviour 


whom afterwards (under the Reign of the 


nings. To theſe we may add a fourth Cir- 


raculous Interpoſitions of his Power for their 


he gave ſuch viſible and unqueſtionable To- 
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Jews ſhould attempt ſuch a De 


ſtance of Time when this Law was given to 
the 1/raelites. The whole World had at that 
Time reyolted from the Worſhip of the one 
true God to Idolatry; and as it pleaſed the 
Almighty to chuſe the Poſterity of Abraham, 


of the World ſhould ſpring, it was his Will 
that they ſhould be ſeparated from all other 
Nations of the Earth, and that his ,Worſhip 
ſhould be kept pure amongſt them, from 


Meffiah, the Redeemer of Mankind) it ſhould 
in a more perfect Manner be propagated over 
all the Nations of the World: And conſe- 


quently the very Nature of this Diſpenſation 
and Scheme of Providence did require, that 


this People ſhould be reſtrained from polluting 
themſelves with the Idolatry of the Heathens, 
by the moſt ſevere Prohibitions and Threat- 


cumſtance, viz. That God had a more pecu- 
har. Claim and Title-to Sovereignty over this 
People, founded upon the many Inſtances of 
his Favour towards them, in freeing them 
from their Servitude in Egypt; in many mi- 


Deliverance and Preſervation; and in 'thoſe 
tremendous Manifeſtations of himſelf at the 
Delivery of the La on Mount Sinai, where 


kens of his Divine Preſence: All which Cir- 
E 10 cumſtances, 


3 


1 
4 7 
— 
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ceumſtances, rightly conſidered, do evince, that * 
there is nothing in this Precept contrary to the a 
Law of Nature; nay, it is the Voice of Rea- 
ſon, that God alone, the great Creator of all 
Things, is to be worſhipped; that it is a moſt 
heinous Sjn to rob him of that Honour which 
is only due to him, and to give it to Idols; 
and that he will aſſuredly revenge himſelf of 
all ſuch Indignities offered to his Majeſty. 
Nor does it imply any Repugnancy to right 
Reaſon, that God ſhould make Choice of a 
particular People out of the whole corrupted 
Race of Mankind; and for Reaſons agreeable 
and beſt known to his infinite Wiſdom, ſepa- 
rate them for a Seaſon from all other People, 
and eſtabliſh a purer Form of Divine Wor- 
ſhip among them; or that he ſhould enact 


* 0 
* 


ſtrict Laws with the Sanction of ſevere Pu- 


niſhments, in order to deter this People from 
that Idolatry with which the whole World was 
then infected, and command, that whoever a- 
mong them ſhould endeavour to ſeduce another 
to the Worſhip of falſe Gods, ſhould be put 

to Death, without any Regard to the Ties of 
Friendſhip or Blood, I fay, it cannot be con- 
tradictory to the Law of Nature, that thoſe 
who offer ſuch an Inſult as this to the Divine 
Majeſty ſhould be puniſhed, eſpecially as they 
ſtand indebted to God's Goodneſs for ſignal and 
frequent Bleſſings, and have been honoured by 
him with nearer Communications, and clearer 
Diſcoveries of his Will than the reſt of Man- 
kind: Under - theſe Obligations, to transfer 
TT K ä 


Divine Worſhip from the true God to Idols, | 


betwixt the Fews and other Nations is taken 


* we, 
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argues the higheſt Ingratitude join'd to the 
greateſt Impiety. That Subjects who defy the 
Authority of an earthly King, and become 
Traitors by revolting to his Enemies, ſhould 
be ſeverely puniſhed, is agreeable to Reaſon 
and Juſtice ; and ought not God to have the 
fame Power over ſuch as openly defy him, 
deſpiſe his Authority and Laws, and difgrace 
his holy Name, by paying that Worſhip, which 
is only due to him, to Idols and evil Spirits? 
But now, fince the DiſtinQion ſubſiſting 


away, and Men are equally invited, to attein 
the Knowledge of the true God thro' Feſus 
Chrift, the Circumſtances which then required 
that Severity ceaſed, and the Moſaic Law 
conſequently became of no Effet, but gave 
Way to a new Diſpenſation full of Mildneſs 
and Charity, not reſtraining Men from Idola- 
try by the Dread of temporal Puniſhment, but 
gently leading them to the Knowledge and 
Worſhip of the the true God, by perſuaſive 
and rational Arguments, by Holineſs of Life 
and Doctrine, and by the Evidence of. Mi- 
racles, and where theſe Means prove inef- 
fectual, commanding us to bear with Mens 
; Obſtinacy with all Meekneſs and Long-ſuffer- 
ing; in ſhort, a Diſpenſation to which no- 
thing is more oppoſite, than Perſecution and 
Death on Account of any Difference in Reli- 
gion. It cannot therefore be objected to Chri- 
Rianity, that it contradicts the Law of Na- 
ture, 
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ture, and kindles Hatred and Diviſion at 
Men, ſeeing the very End and Deſign of it is 
to promote univerſal Benevolence, and the 
Salvation- of all Men. If then. at any Time 
| the Promulgation and Propagation of our Re- 
ligion, has been attended with Strife and Ani- 
moſity, with deadly Hatred and cruel Perſe- 
cutions; this cannot be imputed to the Reli- 
gion itſelf, which by gentle Methods invites 
Men to the Profeſſion of it, -and does not per- 
— us to force it upon others: But it is to 
be imputed to the Tyranny and Wickedneſs 
of Men, who rejecting the Commands of the 
Goſpel, and in Defiance to the Law of Na- 
ture, have ſet themſelves to oppoſe all. who 
differ from them in Opinion, with impla- 
cable Hatred, regardleſs of the Ties of Hu- 
manity, Friendſhip or Kindred: Therefore 
Acoſta's Arguments are of no Force againſt 
Revealed Religion in general, much leſs the 
Chriſtian in particular. 
If then this unhappy Man, prompted by his 
Hatred to the Jeus, and incenſed at their ill 
Treatment of him, makes their Actions the 
Standard whereby he judges of all Religion, he 
is under a groſs Deluſion ; for the Precepts of 
Religion are in nowiſe to be eſtimated by the 
Conduct of Men. At this Rate the Law of 
Nature, in whoſe Defence he appears ſo ſtre- 
nuous an Advocate, would be condemned, 
ſeeing many who acknowledge that to be the 
true and only Rale of Action, live in direct 
Oppalition. to its Laws, and conſequently * 
| K2 / we. 


3 


1 


r 4 N 8 : 
rs" aa 
#" os n = * 


68 TLivzorcn's Confutation 
we make their Lives the Teſt whereby to judg 
of the Precepts of that Law, we muſt affir 
that it enjoins Oppreſſion, Uncharitableneſt 
Revenge, and many other Crimes, becauſe the 
Commiſſion of theſe is frequent amongſt Men} 
and the contrary Virtues ſeldom practiſed. II 
then he ought not to have determined of the 
Excellency of the Moſaic Law by the Bohavicus 
of the Fews, much leſs ought he to have dong 
fo of the Chriſtian Religion; nor becauſe their 
Actions appeared contrary to the Law of Na- 
ture, ought he to condemn both the Law and 
the Goſpel, as teaching Doctrine contrary to 
it: But, inſtead of this, he ſhould have con 
vinced the Jews of Tranſgreſſion, by proving 
from the Law of Moſes, that their Actions 
were not conſiſtent with that, which they pro 
feſſed to be the Rule of their Duty. This was 
what he did preſently after his Converſion to 
Judaiſin, upon finding that the Morals and 
Ordinances of the Fews did not agree with 
the Mo/aical Precepts, but did not therefore 
believe that the Law itſelf was corrupt and 
debaſed; why then does he here raiſe an Ob- 
jection both againſt the Law and the Goſpel 
from the Corruption of their Profeſſors, and 
not rather reprove and condemn their Morals 
from the Precepts of that holy Religion, of 
which their Lives ſhew them to be ſuch un- 
worthy Diſciples? By ſuch a Conduct he would 
have conſulted the Good of his own Soul, have 
given a Check to ſuch Pracłices as were con- 
traſy-to the Law ; and by an impartial and ſe- 
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of Acos TA. "7 
ous Examination of the Doctrines and power- 
l Arguments which ſupport the Chriſtian 
Religion, might have become a ſincere Convert 
o the Goſpel : Thus he would have been led to 


acknowledge his Lord and Saviour Teſus Chriſt, 5 


notwithſtanding that great Reproach which is 
caſt upon his Religion by the wicked Lives of 
is Profeſſors; and by the Aſſiſtance of Divine 
race, thro' a firm and lively Faith in him, 
ſewing forth itſelf in Charity and good Works, 
have' work'd out his own Salvation. Now, that 
others may not be hindered embracing the 
Faith by Reaſon of the wicked Lives of Chri- 
ſtians, it is the Duty of us all who profeſs the 
dacred Name of Chriſt, to adorn our holy Re- 
Ilgion with good and pious Lives, being par- 
ticularly careful. that we be not eafily carried 
away from our own Stedfaſtneſs, by Diverſity 
of Opinions on religious Subjects; and, above 
all, that we avoid a perſecuting Spirit; but 
that we ſtudy to. promote Peace and Unity in 
the Church, by bearing with each others Frail- 
ties, and by Exerciſing thoſe amiable Virtues, 
Meekneſs, Patience and Tenderneſs, diligently | 
endeavouring, to bring others over to the Reli- 
gion of Chri/?; whilſt we make it appear to 
all Men, that we do not only believe, that 
our Lord is the Prince of Peace, and his Church 
the Kingdom of Unity, but alſo that we are 
govern' d by the Spirit of Peace, and that our 
Fractice is agreeable to our Profeſſion. 
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